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individuals within the US military-intelligence Establishment," adding: "Whether this amounts to 
complicity on the part of the Bush administration remains to be firmly established. The least one 
can expect at this stage is an inquiry. ">3 5 

Chossudovsky is not alone in his musings on the possibility that the money transfer might 
point to direct US involvement in the planning of 9/11. Ahmed and Jared Israel both ask whether 
the long-time connection between the CIA and the ISI might mean that US financial aid was 
funneled to al-Qaeda through the ISL>36 This possibility is also suggested by a story in the 
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, which said: "There are many in Musharraf s government who believe 
that Saeed Sheikh's power comes not from the ISI, but from his connections with our own CIA. The 
theory is that...Saeed Sheikh was bought and paid for.">37 

Ahmed, realizing that the suggestion of CIA financing is speculative, believes that what 
happened next at least demonstrated that Washington did not want the continuing relationship 
between al-Qaeda and the ISI explored. On October 8, just before the beginning of the bombing 
campaign in Afghanistan, General Ahmad gave up his position with the ISI. Although it was 
publicly announced that he had decided it was time to retire, a story in the Times of India said: "the 
truth is more shocking." This more shocking truth was that after India had given US officials 
evidence of the money transfer ordered by General Ahmad, he had been quietly dismissed after "US 
authorities sought his removal.">38 For Ahmed, this behavior suggests a cover-up: 

The US, which one would thi nk would be spearheading a full-scale investigation into the role 
of the ISI, actually prevented one from going ahead by asking from behind the scenes for the 
ISI chief...to quietly resign.... 

By pressuring the then ISI Director-General to resign without scandal on the pretext of 
reshuffling, while avoiding any publicity with respect to his siphoning of funds to alleged lead 
hijacker Mohamed Area, the US had effectively blocked any sort of investigation into the 
matter. It prevented wide publicity of these facts, and allowed the ISI chief, who was clearly 
complicit in the terrorist attacks of 11th September, to walk away free. 
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Whatever the motivations behind such a cynical policy, it is indisputable that the US response 
at least suggests a significant degree of indirect complicity on the part of the US government, 
which appears more interested in protecting, rather than investigating and prosecuting, a 
military intelligence agency that funded the lead hijacker in the WTC and Pentagon 
attacks. >3 9 

Chossudovsky likewise finds it disturbing that "the Bush administration refuses to investigate 
these ISI links.">40 

Another possible connection between the ISI and 9/11 is Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, 
identified by the US government as the mastermind of the 9/11 attacks (as well as one of the 
planners of Project Bojinka, the 1993 bombing of the WTC, and the bombing of the USS Cole). In 
1999, according to reports, he repeatedly visited Atta's apartment in Hamburg>41 As we saw 
earlier, the day before 9/11 he evidently gave Atta final approval during a telephone call intercepted 
by the NSA. All this is generally kn own (with the proviso that, according to the NSA, it did not 
translate the content of that call until after 9/11). What has rarely been mentioned, however, is 
evidence that Mohammed, a Pakistani, had links to the ISI. One of the few exceptions to this silence 
was Josef Bodansky, the director of the Congressional Task Force on Terrorism and 
Unconventional Warfare, who stated in 2002 that Mohammed was related to the ISI, which had 
acted to shield him.>42 If this is correct, then the day before 9/11, Mohamed Atta was given money 
by one ISI agent (Saeed Sheikh) and final authorization by another ISI agent (Khalid Shaikh 
Mohammed). We will see below, furthermore, that there is evidence that Saeed and Mohammed 
worked closely together on another ISI-related operation. 

Further Evidence that the ISI Should Be Investigated 

Critics of the official account of 9/11 report that in addition to the fact that US officials 
evidently tried to cover up the connection between die ISI and the al-Qaeda operatives in the United 
States, there have been still other stories about the ISI suggesting that any real attempt to understand 
9/11 would need to focus on it. Some of these stories have involved investigative reporters. 

In November of 2001, Christina Lamb was in Pakistan investigating the connections between 
the ISI and the Taliban, but the ISI had her arrested and expelled from the country.>4 3 
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In late January of 2002, Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl was kidnapped while in 
Pakiscan investigating, according to a story in the Washington Post "links between Pakistani 
extremists and Richard C. Reid, the British man accused of trying to blow up an American airliner 
with explosives hidden in his sneakers." Pearl, who had read a story in the Boston Globe suggesting 
that Reid may have had ties to a religious group called Al-Fuqra, was evidently going to see its 
leader, Ali Gilani, when he was kidnapped. Gilani reportedly had links with Saeed Sheikh and the 
ISI. The story in the Washington Post continued: "As part of that probe, Pearl may have soured into 
areas involving Pakistan's secret intelligence organisations,">44 The US press suspected early on, 
therefore, that the ISI was responsible for Pearl's fate. 

That the kidnappers were not just ordinary terrorists was suggested by their demands, 
especially their demand that the United States sell F-16 fighters to Pakistan. As Thompson 
comments: "No terrorist group had ever shown interest in the F-16's, but this demand and the others 
reflect the desires of Pakistan's military and the ISI.">45 It was reported by UPI at me end of 
January, in fact, that US intelligence believed the kidnappers to be connected to the ISI.>46 After 
this, stories about Pearl would only seldom mention the ISI. 

After it was learned that Pearl had been murdered, it was also learned that Saeed, the ISI agent 
who had wired $100,000 to Mohamed Atta, had been involved in the kidnapping. The ISI picked 
him up and held him secretly for a week, after which neither Saeed nor the ISI would discuss what 
had transpired that week. The Pakistani police then attributed Pearl's murder to him. Saeed at first 
confessed, but, after he was sentenced to hang, he recanted. Thompson asks: "Did Saeed work out a 
secret deal during his 'missing week' in ISI custody to get a light sentence, a deal that is later 
broken?">47 In any case, between Saeeds arrest and his conviction, Thompson reports, some news 
stories mentioned his links to al-Qaeda, some mentioned his links to ISI, and a few mentioned that 
he might have been related to both groups, but many stories failed to mention either connection. By 
the time of Saeed's conviction in July of 2002, moreover, "not a single US newspaper is connecting 
Saeed to either al-Qaeda or the ISI." Thompson asks: "Is the media afraid of reporting any news that 
could imply a connection between the ISI and the 9/11 attacks?">48 
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The same question could be asked, furthermore, with regard to the reporting about Khalid 
Shaikh Mohammed's involvement in the Pearl case. In 1997, former CIA agent Robert Baer was 
told by a former police chief in Qatar—to which Mohammed had fled after the exposure of the 
Bojinka plot in the Philippines—that Mohammed was one of bin Laden's key aides.>49 Baer then 
told Pearl about Mohammed, so Pearl may have been looking into the connection between Reid and 
Mohammed. Investigators later came to believe, in any case, that Reid operated under Mohammed's 
supervisiom>50 They also came to believe that Mohammed was the mastermind behind the 
kidnapping.>51 Furthermore, Josef Bodansky, the man who claimed in 2002 that Mohammed had 
ties to the ISI, also claimed then that Mohammed was the one who ordered Pearl's murder,>52 and 
in October of 2003, reporter John Lupkin said that US officials "now have new information that 
leads them to believe [Mohammed] killed Pearl.">53 In this story, however, there is no mention of 
a possible ISI connection. Pearl is said to have been working on "a story on Islamic militants." And 
the only organization to which Mohammed is connected is al-Qaeda. 

In any case, Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, thought to be the mastermind behind 9/11, is also 
thought to be behind the kidnapping and murder of Daniel Pearl. If that is so, it would not be a big 
leap to infer that Pearl may have been killed out of fear that he was uncovering the truth about 9/11. 
And if Mohammed was indeed connected with ISI, this would be further reason to suspect ISI 
involvement in 9/11. 

Yet another story involving the ISI and reporters began when Pakistan's government failed in 
February of 2002 to prevent the News from publishing a story about Saeed's connections to the ISI. 
Saeed had not only admitted his involvement in attacks on the Indian parliament, the story revealed, 
but had also said that the ISI had helped him finance, plan, and execute the attacks. Shortly 
thereafter, the ISI pressured the News to fire the four journalists who worked on the story and also 
demanded an apology from the newspaper's editor. The journalists were fired and the editor fled the 
country.>54 After summarizing these reports, Thompson adds: "This information comes from an 
article tided, 'There's Much More To Daniel Pearl's Murder Than Meets the Eye,' and that certainly 
seems to be the case.">55 

The fact that the ISI apparently has so much to hide, combined with the fact that an American 
journalist was reportedly kidnapped and 


11 £ 


perhaps murdered by the same ISI agent who had sent money to Mohamed Atta, should, one would 
think, make US intelligence agencies very anxious to interview Saeed to learn all they could about 
the ISI. The Washington Post, for example, said: "The [ISI] is a house of horrors waiting to break 
open. Saeed has tales to tell.">56 However, in late February of 2002, Time magazine stated that the 
second highest Taliban official in US custody, Mullah Haji Abdul Samat Khaksar, had after several 
months still been waiting to talk to the CIA, even though he had reportedly volunteered the 
information that "ISI agents are still mixed up with the Taliban and al-Qaeda." Many months later, 
the Indian Express was wondering why Saeed, sitting in a Pakistani prison, still had not been 
interviewed by US intelligence agencies.>57 This lack of curiosity suggests to critics of the official 
account that US intelligence agencies assumed that these men had nothing to tell them that they did 
not already know. 

Far from pursuing the ISI connections, in fact, Washington seemed intent on denying that 
there were any. In March of 2002, Secretary of State Powell declared that there were no links 
between Pearl's murder and "elements of the ISI." In light of the overwhelming evidence that the 
main suspect, Saeed Sheikh, worked for the ISI, said the Guardian, Powell's denial was 
"shockingT>58 Shortly thereafter, when Attorney General Ashcroft announced a criminal 
indictment against Saeed, there was no mention of his financing of the 9/11 attacks.>59 

These incidents suggesting an official desire to cover up ISI involvement, furthermore, 
reportedly had a startling precedent in 1999. According to later reports, an informant for the US 
government, Randy Glass, made a wire-recording of a conversation at a dinner involving himself, 
some illegal arms dealers, and an ISI agent named Rajaa Gulum Abbas. This dinner, which took 
place on July 14, 1999, and was observed by FBI agents at nearby tables pretending to be 
customers, was at a restaurant within view of the WTC. Abbas, besides saying that he wanted to 
buy a shipload of stolen US military weapons to give to bin Laden, pointed to the WTC and said: 
"Those towers are coming down.">60 In June of 2002, Abbas was secretly indicted for attempting 
to buy US military weapons illegally. But when the indictment was finally revealed in March of 
2003, it made "no mention of Pakistan, any ties to Afghanistan's former Taliban regime or the 
ultimate destination of the weapons. ">61 

If the part of this story about the towers is true, it suggests, obviously, that the plan to attack 
the WTC was discussed long before the Bush 


1 1 7 


administration took office, and even before September of 2000, when the Project for the New 
American Century published its manifesto with its reference to the good that could come out of a 
new Pearl Harbor." And if true, moreover, it makes the circumstantial case for ISI involvement in 
the planning for 9/11 even stronger, adding further interest to the fact that the Bush administration 
has been so intent to keep the ISI's name out of all stories about 9/11. 

FBI Flight from Flight School Investigations 

Further lack of curiosity about the background to the attacks was shown by the FBI in relation 
to a story, which broke four days after 9/11, that many of the alleged hijackers had received flight 
training at US military installations. These installations included the Naval Air Station in Pensacola, 
Brooks Air Force Base in San Antonio, Maxwell Air Force Base in Alabama, and the Defense 
Language Institute in Monterey, Califomia.>62 The Pensacola station was even listed on the drivers 
licenses of three of the men as their permanent address.>63 When asked about this report, a 
spokesperson for the US Air Force said that while the names were similar, "we are probably not 
talking about the same people. ">64 

TV producer, book author, and investigative journalist Daniel Hopsicker reports that when he 
asked a major in the Air Force's Public Affairs Office about this story, she said: "Biographically, 
they're not the same people. Some of the ages are 20 years off." But when Hopsicker, replying that 
he was interested only in Mohamed Atta, asked if she was "saying that the age of the Mohamed 
Atta who attended the Air Forces International Officer's School at Maxwell Air Force Base was 
different from the terrorist Atta's age as reported," she replied: "Urn, er, no." Then when Hopsicker 
said that he would like information about the Mohamed Atta who had attended the school at 
Maxwell, so that he could contact him, the major reportedly said that she did not think he was going 
to get that information. On September 16, news reports said that, with regard to Atta and two other 
men who had reportedly attended US military schools: "Officials would not release ages, country of 
origin or any other specific details of the three individuals. ">65 

Even US senators evidently got stonewalled. When Florida's Senator Bill Nelson learned that 
three of the hijackers had been trained at Pensacola Naval Station, he sent a letter to Attorney 
General Ashcroft 
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asking if this was true. Hopsicker reports that when a spokesman for Senator Nelson was asked 
about this, he said: "we never got a definitive answer from the Justice Department. So we asked the 
FBI for an answer... Their response to date has been that they are trying to sort through something 
complicated and difficult." 

Nevertheless, on October 10, with this "complicated and difficult" problem unsolved and 
dozens of other facts seeming to scream out for an extensive and intensive investigation, FBI 
Director Mueller, calling the FBI's month-long investigation of 9/11 "the most exhaustive in its 
history," declared it over. Officials reportedly said that Mueller's attitude was that his agents now 
had "a broad understanding of the events of September 11" and that it "was now time to move 
on.">66 Mueller, according to the Washington Post, "described reports that several of the hijackers 
had received flight training in the United States as news, quite obviously.'" But he had the agents 
who were investigating this news reassignedf>67 "The investigative staff has to be made to 
understand," one law enforcement official was quoted as saying, "that we're not trying to solve a 
crime now.">68 

To critics of the official account, a cover-up is suggested not only by the FBI's refusal to 
investigate this story but also by evidence that it had earlier tried to conceal the training received by 
some of the hijackers at two flight schools in Venice, Florida. Hopsicker, reporting that many of the 
men had trained at these two schools, also reports that just 18 hours after the 9/11 attacks—at 2 
AM—FBI agents came to both schools and removed student files.>69 This story, like the one about 
the FBI confiscating the film from the gas station across from the Pentagon immediately after the 
crash there, lends additional support to the charge that the FBI had rather specific advance 
knowledge. 

The FBI's Quick Release of Omar al-Bayoumi 

One fact about post-9/11 investigations that the critics of the official account find significant 
is that whereas many people with no apparent connections to the hijackers were arrested and held 
for long periods, some people with seemingly obvious connections were, if arrested at all, quickly 
released. For example, reports Thompson, back in 1999, when Nawaf Alhazmi and Khalid 
Almihdhar—who would later be named as two of the hijackers—first entered the country, they 
were met at the 
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airport in Los Angeles by a Saudi named Umar al-Bayoumi. He drove them to San Diego and 
provided an apartment for them. He also helped them open a bank account, obtain car insurance, get 
Social Security cards, and call flight schools in Florida.>70 As the Congressional Joint Inquiry 
would later learn, "One of the FBI's best sources in San Diego informed the bureau that he thought 
that al-Bayoumi," who seemed to have access to large sums of money, "must be an intelligence 
officer for Saudi Arabia,">71 Two months before 9/11, al-Bayoumi moved to England. After 9/11, 
he was arrested by British agents working with the FBI. However, the FBI, ostensibly accepting his 
story that he had met Alhazmi and Almihdhar by coincidence, angered British agents by releasing 
him "after a week without charge." Thompson comments: "Al-Bayoumi’s quick release is in sharp 
contrast to that of hundreds of US Muslims who are held anonymously for many months after 9/11 
despite having no connections to terrorism of any kind.">72 

A Cover-Up at the NSA? 

In late October of 2001, the Boston Globe reported that some government intelligence 
officials were furious because, they said information pertinent to the 9/11 investigation was being 
destroyed by the National Security Agency (NSA). They also claimed that possible leads were not 
being followed because of lack of cooperation by the NSA.>73 In a story that Thompson evidently 
thinks might be related, investigative reporter James Bamford, an authority on the NSA, reported 
that at least six of the identified hijackers, including all of those that boarded Flight 77 from 
Washington, had from August until 9/11 been "living, working, planning and developing all their 
activities in Laurel, Maryland, which happens to be the home of the NSA. So they were actually 
living alongside NSA employees as they were plotting all these things.">74 This fact might be 
simply a coincidence, but the accusations of a cover-up by NSA officials could make one wonder. 

Later Developments Involving Moussaoui 

On July 2, 2002, motions from Zacarias Moussaoui were unsealed in federal court. Claiming 
to have information showing the US government wanted the attacks of September to happen, 
Moussaoui indicated that he wanted to testify before both a grand jury and Congress.>75 Thus far 
what he has to say has not been made public. 
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In September of 2002, investigative reporter Seymour Hersh revealed that federal prosecutors 
had not discussed a plea bargain with Moussaoui since he had been indicted the previous 
November. Reporting that Moussaoui's lawyers, and some FBI officials, remain bewildered at the 
government's failure to pursue a plea bargain," Hersh quoted a federal public defender as saying: 
"I've never been in a conspiracy case where the government wasn't interested in knowing if the 
defendant had any information—to see if there wasn't more to the conspiracy. ">76 
On July of 2003, an Associated Press story contained the following statements: 

Defying a court order, the Justice Department said Monday it would not make an al-Qaeda 
witness available to terrorism suspect Zacarias Moussaoui—even though prosecutors 
understood this could mean dismissal of the charges. 

The only US case to arise from the September 11 attacks could be sent to a military tribunal if 
US District Judge Leonie Brinkema dismissed the case.... 

The government said it recognizes that its objection means the deposition of suspected 
September 11 organizer Ramzi Binalshibh cannot go forward. The Justice Department's 
decision also "obligates the court now to dismiss the indictment unless the court finds that the 
interests of justice can be served by another action," the prosecution filing said.... 

Brinkema has ruled that Moussaoui, who is representing himself, should be allowed to 
question Binalshibh via a satellite hookup. The exchange, which the government is 
desperately trying to stop, could be played to jurors if Moussaoui's case goes to trial... 

Repeating earlier arguments, the government said Monday: "The deposition, which would 
involve an admitted and unrepentant terrorist (the defendant) questioning one of his al-Qaeda 
confederates, would necessarily result in the unauthorized disclosure of classified information. 
Such a scenario is unacceptable to the government, which not only carries the responsibility 
for prosecuting the defendant, but also of protecting this nations security at a time of war with 
an enemy who already murdered thousands of our citizens.">77 
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From the point of view of critics of the official account of 9/11, these stories suggest that the Justice 
Department's primary concern is not to find out what really happened, nor to prosecute the man who 
has been kn own as "the 20th hijacker," but to keep him from speaking in public. 

Promotions Instead of Punishment 

The two major theories to account for the failure to prevent the attacks of 9/11, as we have 
seen, are the complicity theory and the incompetence theory. As Barrie Zwicker pointed out, 
"Incompetence usually earns reprimands," so the incompetence theory is weakened in the eyes of 
critics by the absence of reprimands. Thompson reports for example, that over a year after 9/11, the 
directors of the CIA, the FBI, and the NS A all admitted before a congressional committee that no 
individuals in their agencies had been fired or even punished for missteps connected to 9/11.>78 

To the contrary, Thompson adds, some of them were promoted. For example, Marion "Spike" 
Bowman—the agent at FBI headquarters who altered the Minneapolis FBI's request for the warrant 
to search Moussaoui’s belongings—was in December of 2002 given an FBI award for "exceptional 
performance." This award came, furthermore, after a congressional report said that Bowman's RFU 
unit had given Minneapolis FBI agents "inexcusably confused and inaccurate information" that was 
"patently false.">79 

Reflecting on this and other promotions, a former Justice Department official said that FBI 
Director Mueller had "promoted the exact same people who have presided over the—failure.">80 
Such actions, of course, give critics support for their contention that from the point of the FBI and 
the Bush administration more generally, the events of 9/11 represented not a failure but a 
spectacular success. 


For the critics of the official account, the evidence summarized in this chapter, which 
concerns official US behavior after 9/11, further strengthens the case for concluding not only that 
the official account is false but also that the true account would point to US complicity. For one 
thing, the evidence that American forces did not really try to capture 






Osama bin Laden suggests that his long-term relationship with US agencies had not really, as the 
official account says, come to an end. As to exactly which US institutions were involved in the 
conspiracy, evidence in this chapter, more than that in previous ones, suggests CIA involvement. 
This chapter also provides further evidence of complicity by the White House, at least in the 
attempt to cover up the ISI's—and thereby the CIA's—involvement. With regard to White House 
involvement in the planning: If the prediction about the WTC towers made by an ISI agent in 1999 
really occurred and reflected a joint ISI-CIA plan, then that plan must have been formulated long 
before it was certain that George W. Bush would become president. If he was involved in the 
planning, he would most likely have been brought in after the basic plan had already been 
formulated. 
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PART THREE 
CONCLUSION 


CHAPTER NINE 

IS COMPLICITY BY US OFFICIALS THE BEST EXPLANATION 

FOR 9/11? 


Those who are critics of the official account of 9/11 believe that that account is, as the English 

title of Meyssan's first book says, "a big lie." At least most of these critics are also revisionists about 
9/11, who believe, in Ahmed's words, that "the best explanation of [the facts on record] is one that 
points directly to US state responsibility for the events of 11th September 2001.">1 The most 
important question before the American people at this moment is whether we find the overall 
argument for this revisionist conclusion convincing enough, or at least disturbing enough, to 
undertake a thorough investigation of the various considerations used to support it. 

Who Benefits? 

At the center of these considerations is the fact that huge benefits from the attacks of 9/11 
were reaped by the institutions that are suspected, by critics of the official account, of complicity in 
those attacks. Ahmed introduces the discussion of this issue by quoting a statement from 
investigative journalist Patrick Martin: 

In examining any crime, a central question must be "who benefits? The principal beneficiaries 
of the destruction of the World Trade Center are in the United States: the Bush administration, 
the Pentagon, the CIA and FBI, the weapons industry, the oil industry. It is reasonable to ask 
whether those who have profited to such an extent from this tragedy contributed to bringing it 
about.>2 

To flesh out one of these examples: CIA Director George Tenet wanted authorization and 
funding for a plan to expand covert operations around the world. Called "Worldwide Attack 
Matrix," Tenets plan, Bob Woodward has reported, "described covert operations in 80 countries that 
were either underway or that he was now recommending." At a 
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meeting at Camp David four days after 9/11, Tenet received authorization.^ Shortly afterwards, 
points out Meyssan, "the agency's funding was increased by 42 percent to successfully carry out the 
'Worldwide Attack Matrix.'">4 

With regard to the Pentagon and the weapons industry: The president, having asserted that US 
military capacity would be increased sufficiently to win this new war "whatever it costs," was able 
to push through the biggest increase for military spending since the end of the Cold War. Without 
9/11, such an increase would have been highly unlikely. As Phyllis Bennis points out: "The $48 
billion addition to the Pentagon budget requested by the Bush administration in January 2002 by 
itself was more money than any other country spent on its military. ">5 In a calmer atmosphere, in 
other words, Congress might have decided that we were already spending more than enough. 

The attacks of 9/11 allowed, in particular, greatly increased funding for the Space Force, 
championed by Donald Rumsfeld, General Eberhart, and General Myers. For these men, new 
support for the "missile defense system" may have been the most important benefit to come out of 
9/11. Whereas in July of 2001, a Gallup Poll showed that only 53 percent of the population 
supported this system, a poll released on October 21 showed that support had jumped to 70 
percent.>6 

With regard to benefits to the Bush administration as such, Ahmed reminds us that prior to 
9/11 it was widely perceived to be in a crisis. Many Americans believed Bush to have gained the 
presidency fraudulently; there was a growing economic crisis, both domestic and globally; "the 
Bush administration was becoming increasingly isolated due to its foreign policies...and was 
consequently failing to push through resolutions via the United Nations Security Council and other 
international bodies"; there were massive "anti-globalization" demonstrations; "Bush approval 
ratings—both personal and political-were plummeting," so it was probably going to be "extremely 
difficult for the Bush administration to maintain its already uncomfortably slim majority in the 
House for the midterm elections in 2002; and "the strategic and military planning outlined in 
Brzezinski's [The Great Chessboard] would have been impossible to implement at this time. 
However, "handed the public mood of shock and revulsion over the shocking tragedy of 11th 
September, the Bush administration was able to exploit these sentiments to advance long-standing 
global economic 




and strategic aims" and "to avert the crisis of legitimacy it had previously faced. ">8 

With regard to implementing its strategic and military plans, the Bush administration and its 
advisors seemed well prepared to use this attack by non-state terrorists as a basis for going to war 
against states on its attack list. In his address to the nation on the evening of 9/11, President Bush 
said: "We will make no distinction between the terrorists who committed these acts and those who 
harbor them." Then, as mentioned in the Introduction, as soon as the president’s address was 
completed, Henry Kissinger had an opinion piece ready to publish on the Internet. 
In that piece, he in effect supported Bush's "no distinction" point, saying: 

The government should be charged with a systematic response that, one hopes, will end the 
way that the attack on Pearl Harbor ended— with the destruction of the system that is 
responsible for it. That system is a network of terrorist organizations sheltered in capitals of 
certain countries.... [A]ny government that shelters groups capable of this kind of attack, 
whether or not they can be shown to have been involved in this attack, must pay an exorbitant 
price.>9 

A week later, Richard Perle made the same point in an editorial entitled "State Sponsors of 
Terrorism Should Be Wiped Out Too," in which he said: 

Those countries that harbour terrorists—that provide the means with which they would 
destroy innocent civilians—must themselves be destroyed. The war against terrorism is about 
the war against those regimes.>10 

It does appear that the administration and its advisors were ready to hit the ground running 
with this message. 

And it worked. After the president announced his intention to "rally the world" in support of 
America's worldwide war on terrorism, says Phyllis Bennis: 

The world’s leaders and the worlds governments did not object. To the contrary. Before 
September 11, outrage had been rising among French intellectuals over whether the US 
hyperpower was behaving like a sovereign of an empire. Before September 11, Russia was 
audibly objecting to US threats to abandon the ABM treaty. Before September 11, Europeans 
and others had begun cautious efforts to punish Washington's lack of accountability to the 
international community.... But by 10 AM on that September Tuesday, all those already 
hesitant 
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moves came to an abrupt stop. Instead, governments cheered and much of the world stood by 
as the US asserted the rights of empire.>l 1 

With regard to the planned operation in Afghanistan in particular Meyssan observes: "The 
attacks of September 11 allowed what was nothing more than a classic colonial expedition to be 
disguised as a legitimate operation. "> 12 

The fact that this tragedy for the country provided a tremendous opportunity for the 
administration was widely understood. For example, John Pilger, after saying that "[t]he attacks of 
11 September 2001 provided the 'new Pearl Harbor,"' added that these attacks have been "described 
'the opportunity of ages.'">13 They were described in those terms by the Bush administration itself. 
At the meeting of the National Security Council on the night of 9/11, President Bush reportedly said 
that the attacks provided "a great opportunity."> 14 A month later, Donald Rumsfeld told the New 
York Times that 9/11 created "the kind of opportunities that World War II offered, to refashion the 
world.">15 Condoleezza Rice told senior members of the National Security Council to "think about 
'how do you capitalize on these opportunities."/^ 16 This point was even put in The National 
Security Strategy of the United States of America, issued by the Bush administration in September 
of 2002. "The events of September 11, 2001," it candidly declared, "opened vast, new 
opportunities. "> 17 

"Time and again," observers Pilger, "11 September is described as an 'opportunity.'" The 
opportunity provided by the attacks has been commented upon by many others. A story in US News 
and World Report said: 

Then came 9/11. Worldwide revulsion and the shared sense of threat handed Washington a 
once-in-a-generation chance to shake up international politics. Ten days after the attacks, State 
Department experts catalogued for [Colin] Powell a dozen "silver linings.">18 

Walden Bello, one of the major third-world critics of the US-led global economy, likewise 

said: 


The A1 Qaeda New York mission was the best possible gift to the US and the global 
establishment.... As for the crisis of political governance in the US, September 11 has turned 
George W. Bush from a minority president whose party lost control of the Senate into 
arguably the most powerful US president in recent times >19 
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A statement by Karen Talbot, Director of the International Center for Peace and Justice, suggests 
that she had read Brzezinski s book: 

[T]he September 11th terrorist attacks have provided a qualitatively new opportunity for the 
US, acting particularly on behalf of giant oil companies, to permanently entrench its military 
in the former Soviet Republics of Central Asia, and the Transcaucusus where there are vast oil 
reserves—the second largest in the world. The way is now open to jump start projects for oil 
and gas pipelines through Afghanistan and Pakistan.... The big payoff for the US is the golden 
opportunity to establish a permanent military presence in oil-rich Central Asia.>20 

The well-known political commentator William Pfaff wrote: 

It seems to many Americans and others that the United States is already potentially head of a 
modem version of universal empire...The fundamental issue of the next two to three decades 
will inevitably be how the United States employs the amazing power it now exercises. Before 
September 11, the country...lacked the political will to impose itself. September 11 supplied 
that will.>21 

Ahmed quotes a statement by social philosopher John McMurtry that sums up the argument: 

[T]he forensic principle of "who most benefits from the crime?" clearly points in the direction 
of the Bush administration. One would be naive to think the Bush Jr. faction and its oil, 
military-industrial and Wall Street backers...do not benefit astronomically from this mass-kill 
explosion. If there was a wish-list, it is all granted by this numbing turn of events. Americans 
are diverted from a free-falling economy to attack another foreign Satan, while the Bush 
regimes popularity climbs. The military, the CIA, and every satellite armed security apparatus 
have more money and power than ever, and become as dominant as they can over civilians in 
"the whole new era" already being declared by the White House.>22 

Accordingly, given the principle that in general when crimes are committed, those who most 
benefit from them are to be considered the prime suspects, there is a prima facie case for assuming 
that the Bush administration was involved in this particular crime. Or, to repeat Patrick Martins 
careful phrasing: "It is reasonable to ask whether those who have profited to such an extent from 
this tragedy contributed to bringing it about." 
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Having argued, along with others, that the principle "who most benefits?" should lead us to 
suspect complicity by the Bush administration, Ahmed then summarizes his evidence for this 
suspicion. 

The Evidence for Official Complicity: A Summary 

Ahmed's summary of his evidence,>23 supplemented with points contributed by 
Chossudovsky, Thompson, Meyssan, and other researchers, contains the following elements: 

1. Evidence that the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq were already planned for geopolitical 
reasons, so that 9/11 provided not the reason for the wars but merely the pretext. 

2. Evidence that men with connections to al-Qaeda were allowed into the United States in 
spite of regulations that should have kept them out. 

3. Evidence that men with connections to al-Qaeda were allowed to train in US flight schools. 

4. Evidence that the attacks of 9/11 could not have succeeded without an order from the 
highest level of government to suspend normal operating procedures for responding to hijackings. 

5. Evidence that US political and military leaders made misleading and even false statements 
about their response to the hijackings. 

6. Evidence in particular that the presently accepted official account, according to which jet 
fighter planes were scrambled but arrived too late, was invented some days after 9/11. 

7. Evidence that the collapse of the WTC buildings was brought about by explosives, so that 
participation by the US government in the prevention of an adequate examination of the debris, 
especially the steel, constitutes evidence of its participation in a cover-up. 

8. Evidence that someone in authority sought to ensure that there would be deaths in the 
attacks on the second WTC tower and the Pentagon by not having these buildings evacuated. 
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9. Evidence that what hit the Pentagon was not a Boeing 757 but a much smaller aircraft, such 
as a guided missile. 

10. Evidence that Flight 93 was shot down after authorities learned that the passengers were 
gaining control of it. 

11. Evidence that Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld revealed advance knowledge of two of the 
attacks. 

12. Evidence that President Bush on 9/11 feigned ignorance of the occurrence and seriousness 
of the attacks. 

13. Evidence that President Bush and his Secret Service knew on 9/11 that he would not be a 
target of attacks. 

14. Evidence that the FBI had specific knowledge of the time and targets of the attacks at least 
a month in advance. 

15. Evidence that the CIA and other intelligence agencies would have had very specific 
advance knowledge of the attacks by means of the put options purchased shortly before 9/11. 

16. Evidence that the Bush administration lied about not having had specific warnings about 
the attacks. 

17. Evidence that the FBI and other federal agencies prevented investigations prior to 9/11 
that might have uncovered the plot. 

18. Evidence that US officials sought to conceal evidence of involvement by Pakistan's ISI in 
the planning of 9/11. 

19. Evidence that US officials sought to conceal the presence of the ISI chief in Washington 
during the week of 9/11. 

20. Evidence that the FBI and other federal agencies blocked investigations after the attacks 
that might have revealed the true Perpetrators. 
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21. Evidence that the United States did not really seek to kill or capture Osama bin Laden 
either before or after the attacks. 

22. Evidence that figures central to the Bush administration had desired a "new Pearl Harbor" 
because of various benefits it would bring. 

23. Evidence of motive provided by the predictable benefits that this event, called by Bush 
himself "the Pearl Harbor of the 21st century," did bestow on the Bush administration. 

24. Evidence against the alternative explanation—the incompetence theory—provided by the 
fact that those who were allegedly guilty of incompetence were not fired but, in some cases, 
promoted. 

In summarizing his argument for complicity (which contains many but not of all of these 24 
points), Ahmed adds that he does not pretend to have presented a conclusive case. Rather, he 
considers his conclusions to be "merely the best available inferences from the available facts that 
have been so far unearthed. ">2 4 

Possible Problems for a Complicity Theory 

Ahmed is right to put it that way, because there well may be other facts that would cast the 
facts discussed by the revisionists in a different light. Also, some of the items they have presented 
as "facts" may not be such; only further investigations can decide. Moreover, the judgment that a 
case for some thesis is "conclusive" is always in part a subjective judgment, depending upon the 
biases of those making the judgment. The question, accordingly, is not whether the case for official 
complicity—the best case that can be constructed from the writings of Ahmed, Chossudovsky, 
Meyssan, Thompson, and other researchers—is conclusive. The question is whether it is likely to be 
widely perceived as conclusive. And for this to be so, critics of this revisionist theory could well 
claim, these revisionists must do more than show that the official account is implausible. They must 
also present an alternative account of what happened that incorporates all the relevant facts now 
available in a plausible way. Furthermore, these counter-critics could continue, insofar as an 
alternative account is already contained, at least implicitly, in the writings of the revisionists, it 
could be subjected to a great 
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number of rhetorical questions, to which easy answers do not appear to be at hand. 

One such question, for example, might be: If officials in the Bush administration wanted a 
new Pearl Harbor, why would they choose the set of events that occurred on 9/11, which required a 
massive conspiracy, involving at least members of the White House, the Justice Department, the 
FBI, the CIA, and the Pentagon? ("Choosing" here need not imply participation in planning the 
attacks; it can simply mean "choosing to allow.") Given standard procedures for dealing with 
hijacked planes, furthermore, allowing such planes to strike the WTC and the Pentagon required 
such obvious violations of standard procedures that the conspirators could hardly have expected not 
to be found out. They could, to be sure, have assumed that the shock of the attacks and the outburst 
of uncritical patriotism to follow would allow them to get away with the scheme for a while. But 
how could they have believed that the absurdities in their story would not eventually lead to their 
exposure? So why would they have concocted such a complex scheme, requiring such absurdities, 
when virtually the same effects could have been achieved with a much simpler hoax, such as an 
attack by chemical or biological weapons, which could have been carried out by a very small 
number of perpetrators? After all, the new Pearl Harbor did not need to mimic the original one to 
the extent of being an attack by airplanes. 

Furthermore, even supposing that there was some rational reason for the administration to 
choose the kind of attacks that occurred on 9/11, why would they have risked exposure of the fact 
that the attack on the WTC was an inside job by having the buildings collapsed by explosives? Was 
ensuring the occurrence of several thousand deaths worth this additional risk of exposure? And 
why, in any case, would they have demolished WTC-7, thereby undermining the claim that the 
Twin Towers collapsed because of the impact of the airliners combined with the heat from the jet- 
fuel-fed fires? 

Also, assuming for the sake of argument the revisionists' conspiracy theory, there are many 
features of the alleged conspirators' resulting behaviour that suggests incompetence beyond belief. 
For example, given the fact that if no planes were scrambled until after the Pentagon had been hit, 
this would obviously have required an order to cancel standard procedures, why would the 
conspirators first tell this story? And then when they realized that that story would likely implicate 
them, why 
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would they concoct a second version almost equally absurd—with planes ordered from distant air 
bases and with travel times implying that they were flying only a few hundred miles per hour? 
Given the massive planning that must have gone into the whole operation, why was there not a 
carefully formulated, plausible cover story that would be told by everyone from the outset? 

Moreover, critics can ask, why would the conspirators then raise additional doubts with 
needless lies and foolish statements? Why, for example, would they suggest that it required a 
presidential order merely to have hijacked planes intercepted, when any cub reporter could find out 
otherwise? Why would they claim that they had received no advance warnings of the attacks, when 
the falsity of this claim would surely be discovered? Why would they have President Bush appear to 
be ignorant of the fact that the country was (apparently) under attack, when it is well known that he 
would be informed of such events immediately? Why would the president then, after officially 
knowing that a modem-day Pearl Harbor was unfolding, continue to do "the reading thing"? And 
why would the president remain in his publicly known location, thereby appearing to demonstrate 
that he and his staff knew that no suicide missions were coming their way? Would not the 
conspirators have orchestrated a scene that made the Secret Service appear genuinely concerned and 
the president genuinely presidential? Furthermore, if Cheney, Rumsfeld, Wolfowitz, and Libby had 
been planning this incident when their Project for the New American Century produced its 2000 
document, why would they have allowed what could be read as a call for a "new Pearl Harbor" to 
be included in this public document, which anyone could read? And why would Rumsfeld 
(assuming the truth of Representative Cox's report) predict the occurrence of more terrorist attacks 
on America just before the first attack on the WTC and again just before the attack on the Pentagon, 
thereby giving a basis for suspicion that he had foreknowledge of the fact and even the timing of the 
attacks? 

Another set of rhetorical questions could be raised by the revisionist account of the attack on 
the Pentagon. One such question might be: Given the well-known fact that the Pentagon is defended 
by missiles, along with the more general assumption that it must be the most well-protected place 
on earth, why would the conspirators have it included among the targets? Or, if they did not choose 
the targets but merely 
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allowed them to be hit, why—assuming that the original plan was for a hijacked airliner to strike the 
Pentagon—would the conspirators have planned to allow the Pentagon actually to be hit, especially 
since shooting down an attacking airplane would have provided evidence of their intent to defend? 
Or, if the theory is that the plan all along was to have the Pentagon struck by a military aircraft and 
then claim that it was a hijacked 757, why would they use a much smaller aircraft, perhaps a winged 
missile, which many people would see and which would neither create a big enough hole in the 
Pentagon nor leave enough big pieces of metal to be seen? (Nowadays airplanes, not just guided 
missiles, can fly without pilots.) Or, if the alternative theory is that the use of this much smaller 
aircraft was an improvisation, necessitated by the fact that Flight 77 crashed unexpectedly (perhaps 
because the passengers resisted the hijackers), why was there not a better back-up plan? Or better 
yet, why did the conspirators not simply let this part of the plan go rather than improvise a scenario 
the absurdity of which would be visible to someone from as far away as France? Why in any case 
did they make the totally ridiculous claim that the bodies of the victims were still identifiable, after 
they had claimed that the fire was so hot that it vaporized the plane's steel and aluminum? 
Furthermore, what plausible account can be given of the role of Ted Olson? Are we to believe that 
upon learning that his wife had just been killed in an operation overseen by his superiors, he 
willingly told a lie to help them out? Or that the whole story was a hoax—that Barbara Olson was 
not really killed, which would mean that she would have to spend the rest of her life incognito? 
And, in any case, why manufacture this implausible story—in which all the passengers are 
encouraged to call home but she is the only one to do so? There surely could have been some better 
way to convey the impression that Flight 77 had not crashed and might be headed back to 
Washington. Finally, if the Boeing 757 that was Flight 77 crashed somewhere, perhaps in Ohio or 
Kentucky, why have there been no reports of its discovery? 

Still more rhetorical questions would doubtless be evoked by the account of Flight 93 implicit 
in the revisionist hypothesis, according to which government officials, after realizing that the 
passengers were gaining control of the plane, had it shot down. For example, why would not the 
conspirators, who could draw upon the best military and CIA minds with experience in covert 
operations, have not come up with a 
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better back-up plan, such as installing a bomb that could be electronically detonated? Why risk a 
method of disposal that would likely provide so many tell-tale signs, especially the sightings of the 
jet lighter? 

Finally, critics of the complicity theory might believe that the most damaging rhetorical 
question arises precisely from the fact, emphasized by critics of the incompetence theory, that there 
have been no known punishments. If 9/11 resulted from a conspiracy, critics of this view could ask, 
why were there no scapegoats? The official account involves, even if only implicitly, perhaps the 
most extensive incompetence theory in history, because this story implies that incredible 
incompetence was manifested by FBI agents, FAA flight controllers, NMCC officials, NORAD 
officials, and jet fighter pilots, among others. There were potential scapegoats galore, a few of 
whom could have been sacrificed to protect the actual conspirators from suspicion. Contrary to 
virtually all past experience, however, this was not done. Indeed, of all the people who must have 
manifested gross incompetence if the official account be true, evidently not one was fired or even 
publicly reprimanded, and some of them were even promoted—thereby increasing the suspicion 
that they had acted as their superiors wished. But would such behavior not be too arrogant, 
attributing too much stupidity or willing blindness to the press, to be believable? Must we not 
assume that if leading figures in the Bush administration were complicit in 9/11, they would have 
made a big show of punishing at least a few people for gross incompetence? 

These are, at least, the rhetorical questions that have occurred to me as I have tried 
imaginatively to flesh out the complicity theory that seems to be implicit in the critiques of the 
official account. When all these rhetorical questions are taken together, it seems that we are faced 
not simply with a choice between an incompetence theory and a complicity theory. Rather, the 
choice seems to be between a theory involving subordinates who momentarily became incredibly 
incompetent, on the one hand, and a theory involving high-level officials who manifested incredible 
incompetence in creating a conspiracy, on the other. And to call this incompetence "incredible" is to 
suggest that it is difficult to believe. Critics of the complicity theory, therefore, can say that 
acceptance of this theory would require excessive credulity. 

Those who accept the theory of high-level conspirators could, to be sure, explain the apparent 
incompetence of the plan by the theory of the "big lie," according to which the masses are more 
likely to believe a big 
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lie than a little one, precisely because they cannot imagine that someone would try to get a way with 
such an audacious story. Gore Vidal, for example, says: "It would seem that the Hitler team got it 
about right when it comes to human credulity: the greater the lie, the more apt it is to be 
believed.">25 It is unlikely, however, that this explanation will serve to overcome many peoples 
doubt that officials who had risen to the top in political, intelligence, and military circles would 
have devised a plan involving such an obviously implausible cover story. 

In suggesting that it would be difficult to construct an account of official complicity that could 
be found widely plausible, at least on the basis of presently known facts, I am simply enlarging on 
Ahmed's admission that he does not claim to have presented a conclusive case. At this point, 
however, Ahmed, Chossudovsky, Meyssan, Thompson, and other critics of the official account 
might wish to interject a word of caution. The fact that there are questions that they cannot answer, 
they might add, should not be taken to mean that we are simply left with a toss-up between two 
hypotheses, each of which is subject to equally serious questions. Instead, the questions they have 
raised about the official account are based on conflicts between this account and known facts, 
whereas the questions just now raised about the complicity theory are rhetorical questions, implying 
that no answers could be given to any of them. But perhaps answers can be given to at least some of 
them. 

For example, as to why the attacks involved attacks by airplanes, rather than some other form 
of terrorist attack that could have been more easily arranged, an answer has already been implied. If 
one of the motives for the attack was to gamer support for spending tens of billions of dollars on the 
Missile Defense Shield, the attacks had to come from the air, being perceivable as a "Space Pearl 
Harbor." Although chemical and biological attacks would have been much simpler, requiring far 
fewer people to be in on the conspiracy, they would not have produced the desired effect. 

With regard to the question of whether it is plausible that so many conspirators would have 
kept silent, the revisionists could reply, people raising this question have probably never 
experienced the kind of intimidation that can be brought to bear on individuals by threats of 
prosecution and worse. 

Furthermore, the revisionists could add, some of the rhetorical questions depend on the fact 
that there are many things about 9/11 that we do not presently know. These questions might be 
answered through a 
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full investigation. One cannot expect that the revisionists, being independent researchers with 
limited budgets and no power to subpoena testimony, could answer all the questions raised by their 
alternative scenario. Meyssan, for example, says that although in some instances the facts he has 
uncovered allow us to see the truth of what happened, in other cases "our questions remain for the 
moment unanswered." Pointing to one set of such questions to which he himself would most like 
answers, he asks: "What became of American Airlines flight 77? Are the passenger dead? If so, 
who killed them and why? If not, where are they?" While fully admitting he does not yet have all 
the answers, he adds that "this is no reason to go on believing the lies put forward by officials.">26 
We will not get an account of what really happened on 9/11, in other words, until our awareness 
that they are lies leads us to demand full-scale investigations. 

The remainder of the rhetorical questions simply suggest that to accept the complicity theory 
would be to attribute a degree of incompetence to the conspirators that is beyond belief. But the 
truth may be that they really were terribly incompetent. With regard to the occupation of Iraq, the 
incompetence of the Bush administration's plans—for everything except winning the initial military 
victory and securing the oil fields and ministries—has been becoming increasingly obvious. 
Perhaps their formulation of the plan for 9/11, with its cover story, involved comparable 
incompetence. Perhaps this fact is not yet widely recognized only because the news media have 
failed to inform the American public about the many tensions between the official account and the 
relevant facts. For example, the mass media have not educated the public about standard operating 
procedures for intercepting hijacked airliners. They have not emphasized the fact that what now 
passes for the official account of the governments response to the hijackings is very different from 
what was said the first few days after 9/11. They have not emphasized the fact that the explanations 
for why the fighter jets arrived too late to prevent the attacks do not make sense. Nor have they 
informed the public about the many physical facts that contradict the official account of the strike 
on the Pentagon. Once these and other relevant facts are well known, critics of the official theory 
can argue, it will become widely evident that, as the name of Jared Israel’s website suggests, the 
emperor has no clothes.>27 
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Problems for a Coincidence Theory 

Even more important, critics of the official account could point out, rejection of the 
conspiracy theory exacts a high price. A conspiracy theory usually depends upon the perception of a 
pattern, plus a claim that the existence of this pattern is best explained by supposing that it was 
brought about through the combined efforts of two or more people. To reject a particular conspiracy 
theory of this nature requires either a denial that the alleged pattern exists or the assertion that the 
existence of the pattern could be purely coincidental. It would be hard to deny that the critics of the 
official account have discerned a pattern. They have shown that many otherwise puzzling 
events—before, during, and after 9/11—can be explained by the theory that high-level officials in 
the US government conspired to allow the attacks to occur and then to cover up this fact. Given that 
pattern, the price for rejecting this conspiracy theory is to accept a coincidence theory. And, critics 
of the official account can point out, the number of coincidences that would need to be accepted is 
enormous. A complete list would include the following coincidences: 

1. Several FAA flight controllers exhibited extreme incompetence on 9/11, and evidently on 
that day only. 

2. The officials in charge at both NMCC and NORAD also acted incompetently on 9/11, and 
evidently on that day only. 

3. In particular, when NMCC-NORAD officials did finally order jet fighters to be scrambled 
to protect New York and Washington, they ordered them in each case from more distant bases, 
rather than from McGuire and Andrews, respectively. 

4. After public statements saying that Andrews Air Force Base had no jet fighters on alert to 
protect Washington, its website, which had previously said that many jets were always on alert, was 
altered. 

5 Several pilots who normally are airborne and going full speed in under three minutes all 
took much longer to get up on 9/11. 
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6. These same pilots, flying planes capable of going 1,500 to 1,850 miles per hour, on that day 
were all evidently able to get their planes to fly only 300 to 700 miles per hour. 

7. The collapse of the buildings of the World Trade Center, besides occurring at almost free- 
fall speed, exhibited other signs of being controlled demolitions: molten steel, seismic shocks, and 
fine dust were all produced. 

8. The video and physical evidence suggesting that controlled demolition was the cause of the 
collapse of the Twin Towers co-exists with testimony from people in these buildings that they 
heard, felt, and saw the effects of explosions. 

9. The collapse of WTC-1 and WTC-2 had some of the same features as the collapse of WTC- 
7, even though the latter collapse could not be attributed to the impact and jet fuel of an airplane. 

10. Both the North Tower and the South Tower collapsed just as their respective fires were 
dying down, even though this meant that the South Tower, which had been hit second, collapsed 
first. 


11. Governmental agencies had the debris, including the steel, from the collapsed WTC 
buildings removed without investigation, which is what would be expected if the government 
wanted to prevent evidence of explosives from being discovered. 

12. Physical evidence suggesting that what hit the Pentagon could not have been a Boeing 757 
co-exists with testimony of several witnesses that the aircraft that did hit the Pentagon was far 
smaller than a 757. 

13. This evidence about the aircraft that hit the Pentagon co-exists with reports that Flight 77 
crashed in Kentucky or Ohio. 

14. This evidence co-exists with the fact that the only evidence that Flight 77 did not crash 
was supplied by an attorney closely associated with the Bush administration. 
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15. Evidence that Flight 77 did not return to Washington to hit the Pentagon co-exists with the 
fact that when the flight control transcript was released, the final 20 minutes were missing. 

16. The fact that the aircraft that hit the Pentagon did so only after executing a very difficult 
maneuver co-exists with the fact that it struck a section of the Pentagon that, besides containing 
none of its leaders, was the section in which the strike would cause the least death and destruction. 

17. On the same day in which jet fighters were unable to protect the Pentagon from an attack 
by a single airplane, the missiles that normally protect the Pentagon also failed to do so. 

18. Sounds from cell phones inside Flight 93 suggesting that the plane had been hit by a 
missile were matched by many reports to this effect from witnesses on the ground. 

19. This evidence that Flight 93 was shot down co-exists with reports from both civilian and 
military leaders that there was intent to shoot this flight down. 

20. The only plane that was evidently shot down, Flight 93, was the only one in which it 
appeared that passengers were going to gain control. 

21. The evidence that Flight 93 was shot down after the passengers were about to gain control 
co-exists with the fact that the flight control transcript for this flight was not released. 

22. That coincidence co-exists with the fact that when the cockpit recording of Flight 93 was 
released, the final three minutes were missing. 

23. Evidence showing that the US government had far more specific evidence of what was to 
occur on 9/11 than it has admitted co-exists with evidence that it actively blocked investigations 
that might have prevented the attacks. 

24. Reports of obstructions from FBI agents in Minneapolis co-exist with similar reports from 
Chicago and New York. 
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25. Reports of such obstructions prior to 9/11 co-exist with reports that investigations after 
9/11 were also obstructed. 

26. These reports of obstructionism co-exist with multiple reports suggesting that the US 
government did not really try to capture or kill Osama bin Laden either prior to or after 9/11, with 
the result that several people independently suggested that the US government must be working for 
bin Laden—or vice versa. 

27. All these reports co-exist with reports of hijackers being allowed in the country in spite of 
known terrorist connections or visa violations. 

28. These reports about immigration violations co-exist with evidence that some of these same 
men were allowed to train at US flight schools, some on military bases. 

29. This evidence of training at various American flight schools co-exists with reports that US 
officials tried to conceal this evidence. 

30. The traumatic events of 9/11 occurred just a year after a document published by the 
Project for the New American Century, an organization whose founders included several men who 
became central figures in the Bush administration, referred to benefits that could come from "a new 
Pearl Harbor." 

31. The "unifying Pearl Harbor sort of purple American fury" produced by the 9/11 attacks 
did benefit the Bush administration in many ways. 

32. A credible report that spokespersons for the Bush administration had earlier announced 
that the US government was planning a war on Afghanistan, which would begin before the middle 
of October, co-exists with the fact that the attacks of 9/11, by occurring on that date, gave US 
military forces time to be ready to attack Afghanistan on October 7. 

33. Ahmad Masood, whose continued existence would have posed problems for US plans in 
Afghanistan, was assassinated, reportedly by 1SI operatives, just after the head of the ISI, General 
Mahmoud Ahmad, had been meeting in Washington for several days with the head of the CIA. 
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34. In the White Houses version of the recording of Condoleezza Rice's press briefing on May 
16, the only portion that was inaudible was the portion in which the person under discussion, 
mentioned as having been in Washington on 9/11, was identified as "the ISI chief." 

35. Evidence of official efforts to conceal General Ahmad's presence in Washington co-exists 
with evidence that, after it became known that General Ahmad had ordered $100,000 wired to 
Mohamed Atta, US leaders exerted pressure on the ISI to dismiss him from his post quietly. 

36. Evidence of these attempts to conceal General Ahmad's involvement in 9/11 co-exists with 
evidence that the FBI and other federal agencies sought to obscure the fact that Saeed Sheikh, the 
man who wired the money to Atta, was an ISI agent. 

37. The fact that agents in FBI headquarters who presided over the alleged intelligence failure 
that allowed 9/11 to happen, widely called the biggest intelligence failure since Pearl Harbor, were 
promoted instead of fired or otherwise punished co-exists with the fact that other intelligence 
agencies also reported that there had been no punishments for incompetence related to 9/11. 

38. This evidence of lack of punishment for poor performance co-exists with reports that 
intelligence officers who were diligently trying to pursue investigations related to 9/11 suffered 
negative treatment from superiors. 

As can be seen, what some critics call the incompetence theory can be understood as simply part of 
a larger coincidence theory, because it entails that FAA agents, NMCC and NORAD officials, 
pilots, immigration agents, US military leaders in Afghanistan, and numerous US intelligence 
agencies all coincidentally acted with extreme and unusual incompetence when dealing with matters 
related to 9/11. 

But the coincidence theory requires even greater credulity. To accept it requires holding not 
only that each conjunction of events on the above list — which a conspiracy theory could explain 
by regarding each one as part of a pattern of events that had been planned — was purely 
coincidental. It also requires holding that the fact that there are so many 
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events related to 9/11 that involve coincidences—at least 38 such events—is itself purely 
coincidental. 

Seen in this light, the fact that a complicity theory may not at this time be able to answer all 
the questions it evokes, revisionists can say, is a relatively trivial problem. Once the relevant facts 
are put before us, the official account involves a coincidence theory that would require far greater 
credulity than that of which "conspiracy theorists" are accused. 

Furthermore, the fact that the revisionists cannot yet answer all questions would be important 
only if they were claiming to have presented a fully conclusive case. But they are not. Meyssan, for 
example, tells readers that he is not asking them to accept his argument "as the definitive truth," but 
instead hopes that his readers will use his references to examine the evidence for themselves.>28 
Ahmed says that the purpose of his book is not to provide a definitive account but merely "to clarify 
the dire need for an in-depth investigation into the events of 11th September.">29 

My book is an attempt to show, in relatively brief form, that he and the others have done just 

this. 
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CHAPTER TEN 


THE NEED FOR A FULL INVESTIGATION 


I have argued that our Fourth Estate needs to carry out a thorough investigation of the kind of 

information summarized in this book. It is usually only when the press leads the way that an official 
investigation is undertaken. But finally it will be the official investigation that is decisive. In 
considering the kind of investigation that is now needed, it will be helpful to review the official 
investigations that have been authorized thus far and the obstacles they have faced from the Bush 
administration. 

The Joint Inquiry 

As we have seen, the intelligence committees of the US Senate and House of Representatives 
carried out a Joint Inquiry in 2002. As we have also seen, however, there are many reasons to 
consider the report issued by this inquiry inadequate. For example, it concludes that US intelligence 
agencies, besides not having specific information about imminent attacks, did not even expect 
attacks to occur within the United States. The report does suggest that federal agencies were at fault. 
Indeed, the report was described by the press as a "scathing indictment" of the intelligence agencies. 
But the named problems—such as inadequate communication between agencies, failure to make 
rather obvious inferences, and failure to take warnings with sufficient seriousness—all fit under the 
incompetence and coincidence theories. 

In light of the evidence summarized in this book, the underlying weakness of the Joint Inquiry 
is that its members apparently simply assumed from the outset that no deliberate complicity was 
involved, as illustrated by the fact that the testimony of the various witnesses was evidently 
accepted at face value. For example, if NSA officials said that they had not translated specific 
warnings that had been intercepted between September 8 and 10 until after the attacks, that 
testimony was 
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simply accepted as the truth. If agents at FBI headquarters said that they misunderstood the 
standards under FISA for issuing a warrant, that testimony was accepted as the truth, in spite of 
evidence of deliberate sabotage. 

There are several possible explanations for the inadequacy of the Joint Inquiry. One is simply 
that a thorough investigation of the many questions raised by critics of the official account would 
have taken far more time and resources than were devoted to this inquiry, which reportedly 
involved only nine public hearings and thirteen closed sessions. 

But there is also reason to believe that intimidation may have dampened some of the members' 
investigative zeal. Thompson cites a report that on August of 2002, FBI agents had questioned 
nearly all 37 members of the Senate and House intelligence committees about 9/11-related 
information leaks. The agents even demanded that these senators and representatives submit to lie 
detector tests and turn over phone records and appointment calendars. A law professor, commenting 
on this demand, said: "It creates a great chilling effect on those who would be critical of the 
FBI.">1 Some senators and representatives expressed grave concern about the violation of the 
separation of powers, with Senator John McCain saying: "What you have here is an organization 
compiling dossiers on people who are investigating the same organization." The FBI, said one 
senator, is "trying to put a damper on our activities and I think they will be successful.">2 

Beyond the problems with the Joint Inquiry, the larger question is why Congress did not 
immediately undertake a full-scale investigation into 9/11. Assigning the task simply to the 
intelligence committees implied that the success of the attacks of 9/11 was already known to be the 
result of nothing other than intelligence failures. A more sweeping investigation was evidently not 
undertaken because the congressional leaders acceded to requests from the White House that the 
scope of their investigation be limited. Both President Bush and Vice President Cheney, in personal 
appeals to Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle, reportedly asked that only the House and Senate 
intelligence committees look into the potential breakdowns among federal agencies that could have 
allowed the terrorist attacks to occur, rather than a broader inquiry that some lawmakers have 
proposed." Bush and Cheney were making this request, they said because a broader inquiry would 
take resources and personnel 
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“away from the war on terrorism." >3 In light of the fact that Bush and Cheney must now be 
included among the prime suspects, it would obviously be problematic if they had been allowed to 
determine the cause of the 9/11 attacks—that it was "breakdown" rather than "complicity"— and 
hence to limit the scope of the investigation carried out by the people's representatives. We 
normally do not allow the suspects in an investigation to make such decisions. 

Nevertheless, in spite of all these problems, the work of the Joint Inquiry was not in vain. It 
provided enough damaging revelations to leave President Bush, after having long opposed the 
creation of any special investigating body, little choice but to support the creation of The National 
Commission on Terrorist Attacks upon the United States, informally known as the 9/11 
Independent Commission.>4 

The 9/11 Independent Commission 

Although it was good that this commission was finally created, it has also been riddled with 
problems. One problem is that the Bush administration placed obstacles in front of it from the 
outset. An immediate obstacle was the very small sum of money allocated by the administration to 
fund the commission's work. As of January 2003, the commission had been given only $3 
million—whereas in 1996, by contrast, a federal commission to study legalized gambling was given 
$5 million.>5 In March of 2003, Time magazine reported that the commission had asked the Bush 
administration for an additional $ 11 million but had been turned down. One commissioner, pointing 
out that the request was hardly excessive, noted that the commission on the Columbia shuttle 
disaster, by contrast, had $50 million. Stephen Push, one of the leaders of families of the victims, 
said that this refusal suggested that the Bush administration saw this "as a convenient way for 
allowing the commission to fail. They've never wanted the commission and I feel the White House 
has always been looking for a way to kill it without having their finger on the murder weapon. ">6 
After more time passed, the additional funding was finally approved. 

Yet another obstacle was that although the commission's mandate dictated that it must 
complete its work by May 2004, the Bush administration was very slow in issuing the needed 
security clearances to the commission's personnel. For example, even Slade Gorton, a former 
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Republican US senator with much experience with intelligence issues, still had not received a 
security clearance by March 12, 2003, leading the commissions vice chairman, former Democratic 
congressman Lee Hamilton, to say: "It's kind of astounding that someone like Senator Gorton can't 
get immediate clearance.">7 As a result of these delays, by the time the commission was finally 
able to begin work in the middle of 2003, it had less than a year to carry out its work. 

Another obstacle was difficulty in obtaining needed documents and witnesses. For one thing, 
although this commission was supposed to use the final report of the Joint Inquiry as a point of 
departure, the Bush administration did not allow this report to be released until late in July of 2003. 
Also, shortly before this report was released, the commission's chairman, Thomas H. Kean, 
complained that the Justice Department and other federal agencies were withholding 
documents—which they obviously would not have done if they had been ordered by the White 
House to turn them over. Kean also complained that federal agencies were insisting on having 
"minders" present when any of their employees were called to give testimony, which Kean 
(reasonably) interpreted as an attempt to intimidate these employees. The White House also 
indicated that the president himself would not give testimony, at least under oath. 

In light of the enormous number of questions that have been raised about 9/11, these obstacles 
were probably by themselves sufficient to prevent the commission from providing definitive 
answers to most of the questions, even if the commission carried out the most independent, 
aggressive investigation possible in the time remaining. Indeed, in October of 2003, one member of 
the commission, former senator Max Cleland, told New York Times reporter Philip Shenon that the 
commission could not complete its work by May of 2004, adding: "It's obvious that the White 
House wants to run out the clock here.... [WJe're still in negotiations with some assistant White 
House counsel about getting these documents—it's disgusting." Although Cleland is a Democrat, 
this attitude, reported Shenon, was bipartisan, with Slade Gorton also complaining that the "lack of 
cooperation" would make it "very difficult" for the commission to complete its work by the 
deadline.>8 

The obstacles created by the Bush administration, however, were not the only problem. 
Another reason to doubt that the commissions report would answer many questions was that its 
leaders adopted a very limited 
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understanding of its task: "The focus of the commission will be on the future," said Vice Chairman 
Hamilton. "We're not interested in trying to assess blame, we do not consider that part of the 
commission's responsibility.">9 The commission, in other words, evidently approached its task by 
simply taking for granted the truth of the incompetence theory, so that the question of official 
complicity would not even be explored. Hamilton's words seemed, in fact, to imply that the 
commission would not even assess blame in the sense of incompetence. In saying that the 
commission's focus "will be on the future," Hamilton was apparently indicating that it would limit 
itself strictly to the question of how to make sure that a "breakdown" does not happen again. 

Now that we have before us the questions raised by critics of the official account, along with 
the alternative theory implicit therein, we can see the absurdity of such a limited mandate. Any 
explanation of how the attacks on 9/11 could have occurred requires that there was either 
complicity at the highest level of the U.S. government or an unprecedented system-wide breakdown 
in this country's ability to protect itself from a very crude form of attack—and this despite the fact 
that a huge portion of our nations trillion-dollar budget goes annually for "defense" and 
"intelligence." In the face of a seemingly forced choice between these two explanations, the 
commission’s failure to assess blame would be an enormous dereliction of duty. We need an 
investigation that will seek to place blame where it belongs. We also need one that will not shrink 
from asking whether 9/11 resulted from official complicity rather than merely massive 
incompetence. 

To be fair to Hamilton and the other members, it must be added that the commission's limited 
scope was perhaps imposed upon it. I have read reports that President Bush agreed to authorize the 
9/11 Independent Commission only on condition that its scope would be limited to the question of 
how to prevent similar breakdowns in the future—in other words, only on condition that the 
commission would be independent in name only, not free to determine for itself the nature and 
scope of its investigation. 

In any case, whatever be the facts with regard to the commission's mandate, the president 
clearly did make it a condition of his authorization of such a commission that he would appoint its 
chairman.>10 Bush's first choice, which many observers found incredible, was Henry 
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Kissinger. There was widespread scepticism about Kissinger's ability to guide the commission in an 
independent and impartial way.>l 1 "Indeed," said the New York Times, "it is tempting to wonder if 
the choice of Mr. Kissinger is not a clever maneuver by the White House to contain an investigation 
it long opposed. "> 12 Skepticism about Kissinger's capacity for independence was based in part on 
reports of possible conflicts of interest, about which he evidently had not been interrogated by the 
White House. Kissinger, for one thing, was getting huge consulting fees from corporations with 
heavy investments in Saudi Arabia.>13 And, of course, besides reportedly supplying many of the 
hijackers for 9/11, Saudi Arabia has been, according to John O'Neill and other intelligence agents, 
the primary continuing source of support for al-Qaeda. Kissinger's relationship with Unocal—the 
oil company with plans to build a pipeline through Afghanistan—was also reported.>14 The 
obvious problem here is that the attacks of 9/11 provided the basis for a war in Afghanistan, after 
which the United States installed a puppet government headed by a former Unocal employee and 
placed military bases along the proposed route for the pipeline. The fact that Bush would appoint 
someone reputed to be financially connected with Unocal as well as Saudi Arabia suggested, to say 
the least, that the impartiality of the commission's chairman was not his chief concern. Bush 
declared, in fact, that Kissinger was not required to reveal his business clients. The Congressional 
Research Service said otherwise, however, and Kissinger resigned rather than do so.>15 

It was after this debacle that Thomas Kean became the chairman. Kean, formerly the governor 
of New Jersey, was the president of Drew University at the time of his appointment. Because he 
was to continue as Drew's president, Kean would have only limited time to devote to the 
commission. Critics also complained about possible conflicts of interest, with the main problem 
being his membership on the Board of Directors for another oil company, Amerada Hess, with 
extensive investments in Central Asia. Amerada Hess had, furthermore, joined with Delta Oil of 
Saudi Arabia—one of the companies in the CentGas consortium—to form Hess-Delta.>16 All of 
the other members of the committee, furthermore, reportedly had at least one possible conflict of 
interest.^ 17 

Also problematic is the fact that the president also appointed the committees executive 
director, Philip Zelikow, who had been deeply 
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enmeshed with the Bush administration. He was appointed to Bush's Foreign Intelligence Advisory 
Board shortly after 9/11. Back during the administration of the elder George Bush, he served with 
Condoleezza Rice in the National Security Council, then later collaborated with her on a book.>18 
Stephen Push, one of the founders of Families of September 11 commented on the problem of 
getting "commissioners and staff who are truly independent." He was uncomfortable, he indicated, 
with the fact "that Philip Zelikow has such a close relationship to Rice and other people the 
commission is investigating.//^ 19 The Family Steering Committee for the 9/11 Independent 
Commission has, in fact, called on Zelikow to step down.>20 

Accordingly, given the make-up of the commission, people aware of the issues had reason to 
suspect that any evidence that the Bush administration itself was complicit in the events of 9/11 
would not be impartially and thoroughly explored. Several good people were appointed to the 
commission, and various issues were assigned to a number of committees, with capable and 
dedicated staff members. Reports indicated that these committees, under Kean's overall direction, 
were going somewhat beyond the limited scope originally suggested by Hamilton's statement. But 
evidently not very far: Even as late as October of 2003, a quotation from one member of the 
commission seemed to suggest that its most important task would be "making recommendations for 
the future.">21 

Nevertheless, continued stonewalling by the White House and various agencies led to 
statements by Kean suggesting that he would be tenacious in obtaining evidence that the Bush 
administration and its various agencies were trying to withhold. The same month, in fact, Kean's 
commission issued a subpoena to the FAA, adding that this subpoena would "put other agencies on 
notice that our document requests must be taken as seriously as a subpoena.">22 He also stated in 
an interview that he was ready to subpoena the White House itself if necessary. In his strongest 
statement up to that point, Kean said: 

Any document that has to do with this investigation cannot be beyond our reach.... I will not 
stand for [stonewalling].... We will use every tool at our command to get hold of every 
document.... There are a lot of theories about 9/11, and as long as there is any document out 
there that bears on any of those theories, we're going to leave questions unanswered. And we 
cannot leave questions unanswered. 
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Assuming Kean was really serious about taking the various "theories" seriously and obtaining 
every available document relevant to them, there was the possibility that the commission might 
uncover evidence suggesting that 9/11 happened more through complicity than incompetence. This 
possibility was suggested by Max Cleland's statement that, "As each day goes by, we learn that this 
government knew a whole lot more about these terrorists before Sept. 11 than it has ever 
admitted. ">23 

But there was also the possibility, indeed the probability, that this would not happen. And, 
regardless of people's assessment of Kean's integrity, the fact remains that he was appointed by 
President Bush. At the time the commission was chosen, of course, the evidence that pointed to 
complicity by the Bush administration was known by very few people, so acceding to Bush's 
insistence that he should appoint the commission's leaders did not seem completely absurd. But 
insofar as there is widespread knowledge of this evidence, the fact that the chairman was appointed 
by Bush will create suspicion that he, like Kissinger, was chosen for the sake of containing the 
investigation. 

This suspicion might well be misplaced, at least if it is suspicion that Kean would, out of 
loyalty to his party and the president, deliberately conceal evidence of complicity. Although Kean 
is, like the president, a Republican, he is "a moderate Republican kn own for his independence, ">2 4 
who reportedly refused to run for the US Senate because of his disagreement with the direction 
being taken by his parry. The president perhaps selected him to replace Kissinger not because he 
would be almost as safe but because the administration did not want to risk another embarrassment. 

Nevertheless, because Kean, like Zelikow, was appointed by the president, a report by the 
commission exonerating President Bush and his administration of all wrongdoing would be 
suspected, by those who know the kinds of questions reported in this book, of contributing to a 
cover-up, even if only through failure to exert the kind of pressure required to obtain truthful 
testimony and access to needed documents. 

This kind of failure was arguably illustrated, in fact, when in November of 2003 Kean agreed 
to restrictions demanded by the White House with regard to those intelligence reports for the 
president known as PDBs, short for Presidential Daily Briefs. (An example would be the PDB for 
August 6, 2001, which included the memo from British intelligence, discussed in Chapter 5, which 
reportedly indicated that terrorists planned 
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to use hijacked airliners as missiles to hit targets inside the United States.) According to the 
agreement accepted by Kean, the White House would be allowed to edit these briefs before sending 
them to the commission. And then only a few members of the commission would be allowed to see 
even these edited briefs. Then, besides only being able to take notes on these edited briefs, they 
would have to show these notes to the White House. > 2_ 5 
As Cleland described the deal that was struck: 

A minority of the commissioners will be able to see a minority of the [PDB] documents that 
the White House has already said is pertinent. And then a minority of the commissioners 
themselves will have to brief the rest of the commissioners on what the White House thinks is 
appropriate.... [B]ut first they have to report to the White House what they're going to tell the 
other commissioners.>26 

This agreement, continued Cleland, means that the commissioners are not able "to fulfill their 
obligation to the Congress and the American people." Whereas the commissioners are supposed to 
get access to all the documents they need, "the president of the United States is cherry-picking what 
information is shown to what minority of commissioners"—a situation that Cleland labeled 
"ridiculous." 

This decision produced the first public split within the commission. Cleland, a Democrat, 
called the deal a "bad deal," adding that 

this independent commission should be independent and should not be making deals with 
anybody.... 1 don't think any independent commission can let an agency or the White House 
dictate to it how many commissioners see what.... [W]e shouldn't be dealing. If somebody 
wants to deal, we issue subpoenas. 

In his strongest charge, Cleland said: "[TJhat decision compromised the mission of the 9/11 
commission, pure and simple.">27 Fellow Democrat Timothy Roemer also rejected this decision, 
complaining that the White House might pass along "only two or three paragraphs out of a nine- 
page report," thereby allowing it to hide any "smoking guns. 

This decision was also labeled "unacceptable" by the Family Steering Committee for the 9/11 
Independent Commission, which declared: "The commission should issue a statement to the 
American public fully explaining why this agreement was chosen in lieu of issuing subpoenas to the 
CIA and executive branch." Spokesperson Kristen Breitweiser added: "This is an independent 
commission that is supposed to be transparent.">28 




Given these developments, everyone now, including those who fervently want the president 
and his administration to be freed from any suspicion of complicity in the events of 9/11, should 
support the authorisation of a full investigation led by someone, perhaps a special prosecutor, whose 
independence cannot reasonably be doubted.>29 Everyone should now favour this regardless of the 
conclusions of the 9/11 Independent Commission. That is, if the commission’s conclusion is that 
there was, or at least may have been, complicity by the Bush administration, that conclusion would 
rather obviously require the appointment of a special prosecutor. Alternatively, if the commission 
denies that there was any complicity, perhaps by failing even to raise the question, a new 
investigation would be needed for the reason given above—namely, that there will be widespread 
suspicion that the Bush administration, through its selection of the chairman and executive director 
combined with its obstructionism, prevented the truth from being discovered.>30 

Recent Events 

After the manuscript for this book was essentially finished, several events occurred that drove 
home even more clearly the need for a new investigation. These events involved publications, two 
presidential candidates, a lawsuit, and the 9/11 Independent Commission. 

Publications: Several recent publications, by raising the kinds of questions dealt with in this 
book, suggest that these disturbing questions, far from going away, will continue to be raised until 
credible answers are provided. 

One of these publications was an article in the Guardian in September of 2003 by former 
British Minister of the Environment Michael Meacher. Pointing out that the 2000 document 
produced by the Project for the New American Century (PNAC) says that its agenda will be 
difficult to implement without "a new Pearl Harbor," Meacher suggested that this document 
"provides a much better explanation of what actually happened before, during, and after 9/11 than 
the global war on terrorism thesis." With regard to events prior to 9/11, he said that "US authorities 
did little or nothing to pre-empt the events of 9/11" even though "at least 11 countries provided 
advance warning to the US of the 9/11 attacks.">31 With regard to 9/11 itself, he said that with all 
the advance warnings America had, the slow reaction was "astonishing." 




Not a single fighter plane was scrambled to investigate from the US Andrews airforce base, 
just 10 miles from Washington DC, until after the third plane had hit the Pentagon at 9.38AM. 
>32 Why not? There were standard FAA intercept procedures for hijacked aircraft before 
9/11... It is a US legal requirement that once an aircraft has moved significantly off its flight 
plan, fighter planes are sent up to investigate. 

Meacher then asked the crucial question: 

Was this inaction simply the result of key people disregarding, or being ignorant of, the 
evidence? Or could US air security operations have been deliberately stood down on 
September 11? If so, why, and on whose authority? 

Meacher then quoted the former US federal crimes prosecutor, John Loftus, as having said: 

The information provided by European intelligence services prior to 9/11 was so extensive 
that it is no longer possible for either the CIA or FBI to assert a defence of incompetence. 

With regard to the American response after 9/11, Meacher said that 

9/11 offered an extremely convenient pretext to put the PNAC plan into action.>33 

Meacher's article evoked much response. The nature of some of it was reflected in the title of 
an article, "Fury Over Meacher Claims," written by Ewen MacAskill, the Guardian's diplomatic 
editor.>34 As MacAskill reported, a spokesman for the US embassy in London said: 

Mr. Meacher's fantastic allegations—especially his assertion that the US government 
knowingly stood by while terrorists killed some 3,000 innocents in New York, Pennsylvania 
and Virginia—would be monstrous, and monstrously offensive, if they came from someone 
serious or credible. 

Having made such "fantastic allegations," Meacher could be dismissed as neither serious nor 
credible, in spite of having been the UK's environment minister for several years (who as such 
would have known something about internal discussions of coming oil shortages). Equally 
dismissive was an article in London's Sunday Times, which said that Meacher had "lurched into the 
twilight zone.">35 

At the same time, Meacher's article evoked a remarkable amount of 
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support. One letter to the editor from America said: "It is obvious to me that the 'fury' 
attributed to representatives of my government derives from their understanding that his views cut 
close to the bone." Another American wrote: "Please let Mr. Meacher know that, despite howls of 
outrage and denial at his forthright analysis, there are many of us who have long made the same 
deductions. My gratitude to the Guardian for having the courage to publish it." A writer from 
England said: "Kudos to Mr. Meacher for being the first prominent British politician to say what 
many have long known. But when will other senior Labour members have the courage to support 
him?">36 

In any case, a week later, Meacher, perhaps rejecting the support he had received as well as 
the vilification, wrote a second letter, which began: 

Contrary to the wilful misrepresentation by some of my article, I did not say at any point, and 
have never said, that the US government connived at the 9/11 attacks or deliberately allowed 
them to happen. It need hardly be said that I do not believe any government would conspire to 
cause such an atrocity.>3 7 

He had only, he claims, argued that the US government had exploited 9/11 as a pretext to 
carry out its already formulated agenda for Iraq and Afghanistan. 

However, given Meacher's question whether US security forces were "deliberately stood 
down" and his rejection of a defense based on "incompetence," the readers could surely be forgiven 
for having thought that he had charged official complicity.>3 8 But even if one accepts Meacher's 
statement that his original article was not meant to "suggest a conspiracy theory," its central point 
remains valid—that the failure of the US government to give satisfactory answers to the questions it 
raised "has provided ample ammunition to those who do." Accordingly, his article, along with the 
positive responses it evoked, points to the increasing sense that we need an investigation aimed at 
answering these questions. 

Shortly after the Meacher flap an article appeared on the front page of the Wall Street Journal 
entitled "Conspiracy Theories About September 11 Get Hearing in Germany.">39 While pointing 
out that books containing such theories have also become best-sellers in France, Italy, and Spain, 
this article said that such books have been especially well received in Germany, where a recent 
public opinion poll showed 20 percent of the citizens believing that "the U.S. government ordered 
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the attacks itself." This article focused in particular on a best-selling book by Andreas von 
Biilow.>40 Besides pointing out that von Biilow had been a long-time member of parliament after 
having been "one of the top officials in the West German defense department," this article added 
that his book was put out by "one of the country's most prestigious publishing houses." 

Ian Johnson, the author of this article, suggested that Germany is especially hospitable to 9/11 
conspiracy theories, with their "improbable and outrageous assertions," because Germany has 
become increasingly hostile to American foreign policy. Johnson’s article has, nevertheless, alerted 
a significant readership to the fact that the charge of official US complicity has been made by a 
highly credible public figure in Germany and is widely believed. 

A month after Meacher’s original article appeared, freelance journalist Paul Donovan 
published a criticism of journalists who had attacked Meacher. Complaining that many journalists 
seemed to be seduced by power, Donovan complained that although the "premier role of the 
journalist should be as a check on power...many seem to...get greater job satisfaction as parrots of 
the official truth." After briefly recounting what he called "the staggering story of the events of 
9/11," Donovan said: 

No reasons have been given for the Bush administrations conduct on that day, no one has been 
brought to account. Yet from the tragedy that was 9/11 Bush has been able to deliver for his 
backers in the anus and oil industries. The President has also been able to portray himself as a 
wartime leader. This is the real story that journalists should be probing at and uncovering, not 
decrying the likes of Meacher who has at least had the guts to stand up and say what many 
have suspected for some time.>41 

During the same period in which the Meacher, Johnson, and Donovan pieces were appearing, 
a new book by Michael Moore — Dude Where's My Country? — was published. Whatever one 
thinks of Moore, his books attract a huge readership (his previous book, Stupid White Men, was the 
best-selling nonfiction book of 2002-2003). In this new books first chapter, entitled "George of 
Arabia" Moore addresses seven questions to President Bush. One of them asks about Bush’s 
behavior in the classroom on 9/11, but most of them deal with the relationship between him and the 
Saudi royal family, the bin Laden family, and the 
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Taliban. Moore's own hunch as to what really happened is evidently reflected in his third question 
to President Bush: "Who attacked the United States on September 11 — a guy on dialysis from a 
cave in Afghanistan, or your friends, Saudi Arabia?">42 

Moore's strongest statement is one that provides a possible answer to why the White House 
has been impeding the 9/11 Independent Commission and also to why the press and the American 
people in general have been so passive. Having asked why Bush does not "stop prohibiting the truth 
from coming out," Moore suggests: 

Perhaps it's because George & Co. have a lot more to hide beyond why they didn't scramble 
the fighter jets fast enough on the morning of September 11. And maybe we, the people, are 
afraid to know the whole truth because it could take us down roads where we don't want to go. 

This latter supposition—which is in harmony with Dan Rather's statement that it is fear that 
has kept the press from asking the difficult questions—is probably correct. 

It is indeed frightening to think that perhaps our government did, Michael Meacher's later 
statement notwithstanding, "conspire to cause such an atrocity." It is especially frightening to 
consider the implications of such a conspiracy if it included the FBI, the CIA, the Justice 
Department, and the Pentagon. It might seem prudent simply to "let sleeping dogs lie." If the 
suspicions are correct, however, these dogs are not sleeping, but are using the official account of 
9/11 for various nefarious puiposes, both within our country and the rest of the world. Also, if we 
suspect foul play but keep silent out of fear, we can say farewell to any pretense to being the "land 
of the free and the home of the brave." And, in fact, to being a democracy. We may simply have to 
go "down roads where we don't want to go." 

That some members of the American press may be ready to do this is suggested by the 
publication on September 11, 2003, of an online article by William Bunch of the Philadelphia. 
Daily News entitled "Why Don't We Have Answers to These 9/11 Questions?">43 This is the 
article, referred to in the Introduction, that asks "why after 730 days do we know so little about 
what really happened that day?" To illustrate how much is still unknown, Bunch asks 20 questions, 
about half of which overlap with the central questions of the present book. He then asks why "a 
docile mainstream media" has not demanded answers to these questions. 
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Perhaps his article in the United States, like Donovan's article in the united Kingdom, is a sign 
that the press is ready to become less docile. 

A Candidate's Statement about an "Interesting Theory”: During an interview on National 
Public Radio on December 1, 2003, Democratic presidential candidate Howard Dean was asked, 
"Why do you think he [Bush] is suppressing that [Sept. 11] report?" He replied: "I don't know. 
There are many theories about it. The most interesting theory that I've heard so far ... is that he was 
warned ahead of time by the Saudis. Now who knows what the real situation is?">44 

The task of disciplining Dean and warning others not to express such thoughts in public was 
taken on by Charles Krauthammer. In a Washington Post article entitled "Delusional Dean," 
Krauthammer said that Dean's statement—that "the most interesting" theory...is that Bush knew 
about Sept. 11 in advance"—is evidence that Dean had been struck by a new psychiatric condition 
that is abroad in the country. Krauthammer labels this condition BDS, or "Bush Derangement 
Syndrome," defined as "the acute onset of paranoia in otherwise normal people in reaction to the 
policies, the presidency—nay—the very existence of George W. Bush." 

Krauthammer's piece provides an example of the standard approach taken by defenders of the 
official account. Rather than dealing with any of the problems in this account, they simply declare 
that all theories of official complicity are so obviously absurd that anyone taking such theories 
seriously must have deep psychological problems. Any problem with the official account alleged by 
critics, such as evidence that the Bush administration had more information about the attacks in 
advance than it has admitted, is dismissed a priori. The official account is thereby protected from 
scrutiny, and other people are warned not to raise questions. 

Although Krauthammer's article was obviously intended to be cleverly humorous, its serious 
intent was made clear by the following comparison: 

When Rep. Cynthia McKinney (D-GA) first broached this idea [that Bush had advance 
knowledge] before the 2002 primary election, it was considered so nutty it helped make her 
former representative McKinney. Today the Democratic presidential front-runner professes 
agnosticism as to whether the president of the United States was tipped off about 9/11 by the 
Saudis, and it goes unnoticed. The virus is spreading.>45 
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Writing several days after Dean's statement was broadcast, Krauthammer appeared alarmed 
that Dean's statement had not evoked the same outcry that was raised against Congresswoman 
McKinney. Just as she was convicted in the press and the court of public opinion of being too 
"nutty" to remain in office, Krauthammer was suggesting, the press and the public should have 
taken Dean's statement as evidence that he, too, is unfit for public office. 

In alluding to Cynthia McKinney's defeat in 2002, Krauthammer was presupposing the 
conventional wisdom as to the "lesson" to be drawn from it — namely, that it is political suicide for 
any candidate, even a Democrat, to raise the question of whether the president had prior knowledge 
about the attacks of 9/11. An examination of the circumstances surrounding McKinney’s defeat, 
however, suggests that this might not necessarily be the case. There are at least three factors to be 
taken into consideration. 

In the first place, McKinney’s questions about 9/11 were conflated by the press with her 
statements about the subsequent wars, with the result that it appeared to most people that she had 
charged not only that the president had specific foreknowledge of the attacks but that he had 
allowed them to happen for a very particular reason. A story in the Orlando Sentinel for example, 
claimed that McKinney had asserted "that President George W. Bush knew about the 9-11 attacks 
in advance and did nothing to prevent them. Why? So that all his cronies could get rich on the 
subsequent military buildup.">46 A story in the New York Times said: "Ms. McKinney suggested] 
that President Bush might have known about the September 11 attacks but did nothing so his 
supporters could make money in a war.">47 As Greg Palast and others have shown, however, the 
idea that McKinney charged Bush with allowing the attacks for this reason resulted from an 
illegitimate conflation of some of McKinney’s statements. Palast even presents good reason to 
believe that a similar conflation lay behind the belief that McKinney had charged the Bush 
administration with having had specific knowledge of the attacks in advance.>48 Palast argues, in 
fact, that McKinney’s real position was similar to his own, according to which several warnings had 
been given, so that the fact that the attacks were not anticipated in time to prevent them pointed to a 
massive intelligence failure, for which the president's policies were at least partly responsible.>49 
In any case, whatever McKinney’s actual intent, she was not presented to the 
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public as having simply suggested that there should be an investigation of whether the Bush 
administration had prior knowledge. 

There is, furthermore, a second reason why her electoral defeat does not necessarily mean that 
making such a suggestion would be political suicide, even for a Democrat. In Georgia, voters in a 
primary election are allowed to "cross over," so that registered Republicans, for example, can 
choose to vote in the Democratic primary. According to McKinney's account of what happened, 
another black woman, with positions closer to those of the Republican party, was urged by 
Republicans to run against McKinney in the primary, after which "Republicans fed her campaign 
coffers and then 48,000 of them crossed over and voted for her.">50 Although Georgia's voting 
laws make it impossible to know how many cross-over voters there actually were, McKinney's 
general claim is supported by John Sugg, senior editor of Atlanta's weekly paper, who said: 
"Republicans crossed over in droves to vote in the Democratic primary. ">51 

Still another relevant fact concerns an online poll set up on April 17 by the Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution. The poll's question was based on the assumption that McKinney had charged that the 
president had advance knowledge of the attacks. People were asked: "Are you satisfied the Bush 
administration had no advance warning of the September 11 attacks?" Given the fact that the AJC 
was one of the newspapers that led the attack on McKinney, the purpose of the poll was evidently to 
show that McKinney's charge had little if any public support. But according to NewsMax.com—a 
website that shared the AJCs hostility to McKinney—only 52 percent responded affirmatively. Two 
percent of the respondents chose the answer, "I'm not sure. Congress should investigate," while the 
other possible answer, "No, I think officials knew it was coming," was selected by 46 percent of the 
responders. Hence the title put on the story: "Poll Shocker: Nearly Half Support McKinney's 9/11 
Conspiracy Theory." The writer of this story, which was posted shortly after 3:30 PM, added: 
"Though over 23,000 Atlanta Journal-Constitution readers had responded by midaftemoon, the poll 
has been mysteriously withdrawn from the paper's web site.">52 

Such polls are not, of course, scientific. But this one does raise an interesting question, which 
is what the results of a scientific poll taken in the United States would be. No such poll has been 
taken—perhaps on the 




basis of the old advice: "If you don't want to know the answer, don't ask the question." But perhaps 
if such a poll were to be taken, we would find that public opinion in America regarding the Bush 
administration's relation to 9/11 is closer to public opinion in Germany than had been assumed. It is, 
at least, an interesting question, which could be tested. 

In any case, these three facts—that Cynthia McKinney's "charge" was distorted, that apart 
from the cross-over vote she might not have been defeated, and that a remarkable percentage of the 
people in the Atlanta area evidently believed already in April of 2002 that "officials knew it was 
coming"—suggest that her defeat does not necessarily prove that it would be political suicide for 
any politician to point to evidence suggesting that the Bush administration had foreknowledge of 
the attacks. 

Be that as it may, the fact that the question of such foreknowledge was raised by a presidential 
candidate, whose question was then publicized by a prominent journalist, provides yet further 
evidence that an investigation into this very question is needed. 

Ellen Mariani's Complaint: Still further evidence is provided by another recent event—a 
lawsuit that makes a charge not wholly unlike the charge Cynthia McKinney was thought to have 
made.>53 On November 26, 2003, attorney Philip J. Berg held a news conference in Philadelphia to 
announce that Ellen Mariani, whose husband was on United Airlines Flight 175, had filed a Federal 
Court Complaint against President Bush and several members of his cabinet under the RICO 
(Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations) Act.>54 This Complaint alleges that George W. 
Bush (GWB) and other officials-including John Ashcroft, Dick Cheney, Condoleezza Rice, Donald 
Rumsfeld, and George Tenet—are guilty "for 'failing to act and prevent' the murder of Plaintiffs 
husband, Fouis Neil Mariani, for financial and political reasons" and that they "have 'obstructed 
justice' in the aftermath of said criminal acts and omissions.">55 In elaborating on this summary 
charge, the Complaint says, among other things: 

Defendant GWB "owed a duty" not only to Plaintiff, but the American People to protect and 
defend against the preventable attacks based upon substantial intelligence known to Defendant 
GWB prior to 911" which resulted in the death of Plaintiffs husband and thousands of other 
innocent victims on "911."... 
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Defendant GWB has not been forthright and honest with regard to his administrations pre¬ 
knowledge of the potential of the "911" attacks and Plaintiff seeks to compel Defendant GWB 
to justify why her husband Louis Neil Mariani died on "91 l."...[T]he compelling evidence that 
will be presented in this case through discovery, subpoena power by this Court and testimony 
at trial will lead to one undisputed fact, Defendant GWB failed to act and prevent "911" 
knowing the attacks would lead to our nation having to engage in an "International War on 
Terror (IWOT)" which would benefit Defendants both financially and for political reasons.... 

Plaintiff believes, Defendant GWB et al, allowed the attacks to take place to compel public 
anger and outcry to engage our nation and our military men and women in a preventable 
"IWOT" for personal gains and agendas.... 

Special Agent Robert Wright wrote a memo on June 9, 2001, warning his superiors, 
Defendant DOJ/FBI of the potential of terrorists hijacking aircraft to attack the United States 
and two (2) months later, Defendant GWB’s National Security Advisor, Defendant 
Condoleezza Rice, acknowledged that on August 6, 2001...she provided a written brief to 
Defendant GWB at his Texas ranch which warned "OBL" might try to hijack US aircraft. 
Plaintiff... [has] a "right to know" why these reports provided Defendant GWB were not acted 
upon to prevent the most deadly attacks against our nation since Pearl Harbor, which led us 
into World War II, as "911" is now leading us into the never ending "IWOT." From the 
mountain of evidence and the ongoing "secrecy" of Defendant GWB and his unwillingness to 
cooperate with the "911 Commission," Plaintiff brings this RICO Act civil action to obtain 
justice for herself and husband Louis Neil Mariani and to expose the "truth" to the American 
public as to the great betrayal Defendants have inflicted upon each and every freedom-loving 
American arising from the crimes prior to, during and after "911.">56 

Besides providing copies of this Complaint, Berg also handed out an open letter to the 
president from Ellen Mariani. In this letter, she says 

Stop blocking the release of certain evidence and documents that were discovered by the 9/11 
Investigation Commission if you have nothing to hide proving you did not fail to act and 
prevent the attacks of 9/11. Your reason for not releasing this material is that it is a matter of 
"national security."...But...it is your personal credibility/security that you are concerned 
with.... >5 7 
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If this suit is allowed to go forward, which would mean that Mariani and Berg would have subpoena 
power, it may begin to provide answers to the disturbing questions that have been raised about 9/11. 

This suit, along with the Dean-Krauthammer exchange and several recent publications, 
suggest that these questions will be raised with increasing frequency and intensity. More and more 
citizens will believe that the official account is a lie. The only solution compatible with a 
democratic form of government is an investigation that finally provides a credible account of what 
happened on 9/11. That this may need to be a new investigation has been further suggested by 
recent developments in relation to the 9/11 Independent Commission. 

The 9/11 Independent Commission: In spite of all the problems that have hobbled this 
commission, many people, including leaders of the Family Steering Committee, had long held onto 
some hope that it would finally provide answers to at least some of the many unanswered questions. 
But that hope has been undermined by further developments. First, the previously discussed 
agreement by the commission to work out a deal with the White House, instead of using its 
subpoena power, gave support to the charge that it should be called "the 9/11 Coverup 
Commissionf'>58 Second, the commission lost its most outspoken critical member, Max 
Cleland,>59 Third, the question of conflicts of interest was raised anew in mid-January by the 
revelation in a New York Times story that the commission had interviewed two of its own members, 
executive director Philip Zelikow and commissioner Jamie Gorelick (who was a senior member of 
the Justice Department during the Clinton administration). This revelation raised the question with 
special intensity because Zelikow and Gorelick are "the only two commission officials with wide 
access to highly classified White House documents." When asked about the news that Zelikow had 
been interviewed, Kristen Breitweiser said: "He has a huge conflict of interest," adding: "This is 
what we've been concerned about from Day 1." Elaborating on this concern, she feared, she said, 
that the commission report "is going to be a whitewash.">60 

A fourth blow to the hope that the commissions report will answer at least some of the 
questions will be delivered if the commissions request for additional time is refused. As we saw 
earlier, commission members had 




long worried that the obstacles created by the White House would make it impossible for them to 
complete their work by the end of May. Late in January, die commission formally requested that it 
be given a few months more so that its work could be, in the words of Timothy Roemer, "credible 
and thorough." But the initial response to this request was negative. The commission members 
should "be able to meet that deadline," said a spokesperson for the administration, since ”[t]he 
administration has given them an unprecedented amount of cooperation. ">61 

In an article about this response (entitled "What's Bush Hiding From 9/11 Commission?"), Joe 
Conason said that from the outset "Mr. Bush has treated the commission and its essential work with 
contempt," continually working "to undermine, restrict and censor the investigation of the most 
significant event of his Presidency." Referring to a report in Newsweek that the administration gave 
the commission the choice of meeting the May deadline or postponing release of the report until 
December—which would be, of course, after the November elections—Conason commented; "Mr. 
Bush doesn't want his re-election subject to any informed judgment about the disaster that reshaped 
the nation and his Presidency.">62 

Nevertheless, in spite of the continued stonewalling, the commission, according to the most 
recent reports as this book was going to press, was not planning to issue subpoenas to President 
Bush, Vice President Cheney, or other administration officials to require them to testify under oath. 
>63 

These recent developments have evidently been the final straw for at least some members of 
the Family Steering Committee. According to a story in the Washington Post, "The commissions 
handling of the deadline has angered a group of relatives of Sept. 11 victims, who argue that the 
panel has not been aggressive enough in demanding more time and in seeking key documents and 
testimony from the Bush administration." The reporter then quoted Kristen Breitweiser as saying: 
"We've had it.... It is such a slap in the face of the families of victims. They are dishonoring the 
dead with their irresponsible behavior. ">64 Implicit in her statement would seem to be the 
conclusion that unless there is a radical change in the attitude and tactics of the 9/11 Independent 
Commission in its final months, a new investigation will be needed if there is to be any hope for 
discovering the truth. 
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A 9/11 Truth Candidate 

One more recent event reinforcing the need for a full investigation is the emergence of a 
presidential candidate running on this issue. This candidate, a Republican named John Buchanan, 
has said in a stump speech: 

I stand here as a 9/11 Truth Candidate and some may thus dismiss me as a single-issue 
candidate and in a narrow sense that is true. But if you consider that 9/11 has led us into fiscal 
ruin, endless war and constitutional twilight, my issue is the mother issue of our age. 

Saying that "[w]e have all been lied to about 9/11," Buchanan recited many of the facts 
reported in the present book. He then closed his speech by urging his hearers to support Ellen 
Mariani as "one of the heroes of this cause" and to read Nafeez Ahmed's The War on Freedom and 
Paul Thompson's 9/11 timeline.>65 

Buchanan is highly critical of the mainline press for not questioning "the scores of 9/11 lies 
and contradictions" or even telling the public that there are "still unanswered questions." This same 
press may now be reluctant to tell the public about the existence of "a 9/11 truth candidate." But his 
very existence, combined with the fact that millions of Americans will know about him through 
other sources, provides yet another reason for concluding that a full investigation, one that examines 
the evidence for official complicity, is a necessity. 
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valid. One concern is that a focus on exposing conspiratorial crimes of present office-holders may 
reflect the naive asssumption that if only we can replace those individuals with better ones, things 
will be fine. Underlying that worry is the concern that a focus on conspirators can divert attention 
from the more important issue of the structural problems in the national and global order that need 
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strong dichotomy between structural and conspiratorial analysis. For one thing, although structural 
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legal. When political leaders enact policies that are egregiously unjust, dangerous, and even illegal, 
it is important to replace them with leaders who are at least somewhat better. Finally, and most 
important, the exposure of a conspiracy may, rather than diverting attention from a society's 
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political leaders caused or at least allowed the attacks of 9/11 and that they did so partly because 
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31 See Breakdown: How America's Intelligence Failures Led to September 11 (Washington: 
Regnery 2002), by Bill Gertz, a journalist for the Washington Times. A more recent version of this 
thesis is provided in Gerald Posner, Why America Slept: The Failure to Prevent 9/11 (New York: 
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Incompetence in our security establishment is something we can address" ("The Tragedy of 
National Complacency," New York Times, October 29, 2003). 

32 A Joint Inquiry into the attacks was carried out in 2002 by the intelligence committees of the 
US Senate and House of Representatives. Although this Joint Inquiry had completed its final report 
by December of 2002, the Bush administration long refused to allow it to be released. Only a very 
brief summary of this final report was made public (it can be read at 
http://intelligence.senate.gov/press.htm under December 11, 2002). Finally, late in July 2003, the 
final report itself was released. Although discussions in the press described the report as 
surprisingly critical, the criticism was limited to charges of incompetence. Significant portions of 
the final report were, to be sure, deleted in the name of national security, but I see no reason to 
believe that these deletions — which reportedly involved foreign countries, especially Saudi Arabia 
— contained any accusations of complicity in 9/11 by US officials. Possible reasons for the 
inadequacy of the Joint Inquiry's report are discussed in Chapter 10. 

3 ’Although its official name is the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks upon the United 
States, it is informally known as the 9/11 Independent Commission. President Bush had long 
opposed the creation of any such commission, claiming that it would take resources away from the 
war on terrorism. But embarrassing revelations from the Joint Inquiry (see previous note) reportedly 
left him little choice (Newsweek, September 22, 2002). In November of 2002, Bush signed a bill 
establishing the commission (the website of which is www.9-llcommision.gov). Problems in 
relation to this commission are discussed in Chapter 10. 

34 In the meantime, Thompson has been developing articles in which the material is organized 
in terms of a large number of topics, which continues to grow. He also has a growing number of 
articles in which he discusses various dimensions of the controversies about 9/11. His website is 
therefore becoming increasingly easy to use. 

’^Implicit in this statement is the fact that I do not endorse all arguments in the main sources I 
employ. Meyssan, for example, has some theories that I find implausible and others that seem at 
least insufficiently supported by evidence. 

36 0ne failing of this book is that I have usually made no effort to discern, with regard to 
various stories and facts reported, which investigator or researcher was first responsible for 
reporting them. This means that I have surely in many cases failed to give proper credit. One 
example involves the fact that I cite Paul Thompson's timelines abundantly while citing Michael 
Ruppert's website, From the Wilderness (www.fromthewilderness.com or www.copvcia.com), 
relatively rarely. And yet Ruppert was one of the earliest major critics of the official account of 
9/11. In fact, in Thompson's statement of "credits and sources," he says: "This timeline started when 
I saw the excellent timeline at the From the Wilderness website and began adding to it. I found that 
timeline to be a great resource, but it wasn't as comprehensive as I wanted. My version has since 
grown into something of a monster, but the inspiration still lies with From the Wilderness" 
( www.cooperativeresearch.org/timeline/index.html ). Ruppert, furthermore, is simply one example 
of several researchers, such as Jared Israel, who were publishing information challenging the 
official account almost immediately after 9/11. To try to sort all of this out in order to assign proper 
credit, however, would detract from the task of getting the challenge to the official account into the 
public discussion. Most researchers, as far as I can tell, seem more interested in this than in 
receiving credit. The question of proper credit, in any case, is one that would appropriately be 
answered by some historian of this movement if it is successful. 


1 70 




37 In suggesting that there are many disturbing questions that have thus far not been answered, 
I am to some extent reflecting the attitude of the organizations formed by families of the victims of 
the attacks, one of which is, in fact, called "Unanswered Questions" (see 
www.UnansweredOuestions.o rgl. Other organizations with websites include Family Steering 
Committee for the 9/11 Independent Commission ( www.91 llndependentcommission.org l. Voices 
of September 11th ( www.voicesofseptll.org l. 9-11 Citizens Watch ( www.91 ICitizenswatch.org l. 
and the 9/11 Visibility Project (www.septembereleventh.orgl . 

38 This book, cited in previous notes, is a translation of Meyssan's L 'Effroyable imposture 
(Paris Les Editions Carnot, 2002). 

39 This view of the White Flouse could be combined with any of the previous five views 
insofar as those views deal only with the involvement of other US agencies. This sixth view, 
therefore, has five possible versions. The same is true of the seventh and eighth views. 

40 Elshtain, 2-3. 

41 Michael Parenti, The Terrorism Trap: September 11 and Beyond (San Francisco: City 
Lights, 2002), 69, 70. 

42 Parenti, 70-71, citing Patrick Martin, "US Planned War in Afghanistan Long Before 
September 11," World Socialist Conference, November 20, 2001 
( www.wsws.org/artides/2001/nov2001/afghn20.html ): the quoted words, which summarize Martins 
position, are Parenti's. 

43 I emphasize this point because some polemicists, when confronted by a book whose 
conclusion they do not like, seek to undermine this conclusion by focusing on the few points that 
they believe can be most easily discredited. That tactic, assuming that good evidence is really 
presented against those points, is valid with regard to a deductive argument. In relation to a 
cumulative argument, however, it is tactic useful only to those concerned with something other than 
truth. 

44 Michael Moore, Dude, Where's My Country? (New York: Warner Books, 2003), 2. 

4 To refine the point a little more: There are some conspiracy theories that, although we may 
not be convinced of their truth, we find at least plausible, so we are willing to entertain the 
possibility that they might be true. We are open, accordingly, to reading and hearing evidence 
intended to support them. There are other conspiracy theories, by contrast, that we find completely 
implausible, so we tend to suspect the intelligence or sanity of people who believe them or who 
even entertain the possibility of their truth. Whatever facts they offer as evidence we reject out of 
hand, holding that, even if we cannot explain these facts, the true explanation cannot be the one they 
are offering. But the question of what we find completely implausible — 'beyond the pale' — is 
seldom determined simply by a dispassionate consideration of empirical evidence. Plausibility is 
largely a matter of one's general worldview. We are also influenced to some degree by wishful-and- 
fearful thinking, in which we accept some ideas partly because we hope they are true and reject 
other ideas because we would find the thought that they are true too frightening. At least sometimes, 
however, we are able, in spite of our prejudgments, to revise our prior ideas in light of new 
evidence. Most revisionists about 9/11, in presenting their evidence, seem to be counting on this 
possibility. 

Chapter 1: Flights 11 and 175 : How Could the Hijackers’ Missions Have 
Succeeded ? 

'Paul Thompson explains: "The transponder is the electronic device that identifies the jet on the 
controllers screen, gives its exact location and altitude, and also allows a four-digit 


1 IT. 








emergency hijack code to be sent." See Thompson, "September 11: Minute-by-Minute" (After 8:13 
AM) 

2 That Rumsfeld made this statement was reported by republican Representative Christopher Cox on 
September 12, according to an Associated Press story of September 16, 2001, quoted in Thompson, 
8:44 AM. Incidentally, as one becomes familiar with the vast amount of material about 9/11 
available on the Internet, one learns that there is little about the official account that is uncontested. 
Even the idea that what hit the North Tower of the WTC was AA Flight 11 has been challenged. In 
note 32, below, I mention this and some other theories not discussed in the text. 

3 The FAA's Aeronautical Information Manual: Official Guide to Basic Flight Information and Air 
Traffic Control (ATC) Procedures (www.faa.gov) , quoted in Thompson, "September 11," 
introductory material. 

Congressional testimony by NORAD'S commander, General Ralph E. Eberhart, made in October 
2002, and Slate magazine, January 16, 2002, both quoted in Thompson, "September 11," 
introductory material. Although both statements were preceded by "now," suggesting a speed-up in 
procedure since 9/11, there seems to be no evidence that response times were different prior to that 
date. That should, in any case, be easy enough for investigators to determine. 

5 Nafeez Mosaddeq Ahmed, The War on Freedom: How and Why America Was Attacked September 
11, 2001 (Joshua Tree, Calif.: Tree of Life Publications, 2002), 151. (A nautical mile is a little 
longer than a statute mile.) Since this book by Ahmed is the only writing by him that I use, it will 
henceforth be cited simply as "Ahmed." 

rt MSNBC, September 12, 2001, quoted in Thompson, "September 11," introductory material. 
7 Ahmed 146, citing the FAA's Aeronautical Information Manual, "Interception Signals" 
( www.faa.gov ). 

8 Glen Johnson, "Facing Terror Attacks Aftermath," Boston Globe, September 15, 2001, quoted in 
Ahmed, 148. 

9 Ahmed, 157-58, and Illarion Bykov and Jared Israel, "Guilty for 9-11: Bush, Rumsfeld, Myers, 
Section 1: Why Were None of the Hijacked Planes Intercepted?", both referring to the interview 
with Vice President Cheney on NEC's "Meet the Press," September 16, 2001. The article by Bykov 
and Israel, along with several other articles on 9/11 by Israel, can be found at www.emperors- 
clothes.com/ indict/91 lpage.htm. This particular article is listed in the Table of Contents under 
"Evidence of high-level government conspiracy in the events of 9-11." 

10 General Henry Shelton was still the chairman, but on 9/11 he was reportedly out of the country. 
Myers, who was vice chairman, had just been named as Shelton's replacement and was functioning 
as the acting chairman. 

1 ’Myers Confirmation Testimony, Senate Armed Services Committee, Washington, DC, September 
13, 2001, cited in Thompson (After 8:48 AM). 

12 Ahmed, 167. 

13 Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Instruction 3610.01A, June 1, 2001, "Aircraft Piracy 
(Hijacking) and Destruction of Derelict Airborne Objects" (www.dtic.mil), referred to in Thierry 
Meyssan, Pentagate (London: Carnot Publishing, 2002), 147. 
l4 Pentagate. 110-11, quoting Department of Defense Directive 3025.15, February 
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18, 1997, "Military Assistance to Civil Authorities" (www.nci.org ). Meyssan hence disagrees with 
researchers who have accepted the view that, in Ahmed's words, "only the President had the 
authority to order the shooting down of a civilian airliner" (167). 
l5 Thompson, 8:43 AM. 

l6 New York Times, September 11, and USA Today, September 3, 2002, quoted in Thompson (8:55 
AM). 

17 Newhouse News, January 25, 2002, quoted in Thompson, 8:43 AM. 

18 "US Senator Carl Levin (D-MI) Holds Hearing on Nomination of General Richard Myers to be 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff," Senate Armed Services Committee, Washington DC, 
September 13, 2001, quoted in Ahmed, 150. 

l9 Glen Johnson, "Otis Fighter Jets Scrambled Too Late to Halt the Attacks," Boston Globe, 
September 15, and NBC's "Meet the Press," September 16, 2001, quoted in Ahmed, 150. Cheney 
made no reference to jets being only a few minutes late. 

20 Israel and Bykov, "Guilty for 9-11," quoted in Ahmed, 168. 

2 ’Although this new version was in the air a few days earlier, NORAD made it official on 
September 18 in a press release, in which it gave the times at which, it said, it was notified by the 
FAA and at which it gave scramble orders (available at 
www.standdown.net/noradseptember 18200 lpressrelease.htm ). 

"Allan Wood and Paul Thompson, "An Interesting Day: President Bush's Movements and Actions 
on 9/11," Center for Cooperative Research ( www.cooperativeresearch.org ). under "Bush is Briefed 
as the Hijackings Begin." 

23 Aviation Week and Space Technology, June 3, 2002, cited in Thompson, 8:52 AM. 

24 George Szamuely, "Scrambled Messages," New York Press, 14/50 
( www.nvpress.com/14/50/taki/bunker.cfm ). cited in Ahmed, 151-52. 

2? Thompson, 8:52 AM, citing NORAD, September 18, 2001. 

26 Ahmed, 151. 

27 Stan Goff, "The So-Called Evidence is a Farce," Narco News #14: October 10, 2001 
( www.narconews.com) . quoted in Ahmed, 173 n. 313. 

28 Andreas von Billow, Tagespiegel, January 13, 2002, quoted in Ahmed, 144. Von Buelow later 
came out with a book, Die CIA und der 11. September: Internationaler Terror und die Rolle der 
Geheimdienste (Munich: Piper Verlag, 2003), which is briefly discussed in the final chapter. 
29 Anatoli Kornukov, Pravda Online, September 13, 2001 (http://english.pravda.ru ). quoted in 
Ahmed, 163-64. 

30 Ahmed, 164, 167. 

’’Israel and Bykov, "Guilty for 9-11," quoted in Ahmed, 169. 

’ 2 There are, furthermore, many questions that I have not broached in the text. One or these is 
whether the airplanes that crashed into the towers were really being flown by hijackers, or were 
instead being guided by remote control, perhaps using the Global Hawk technology developed by 
the Defense Department, which has been functioning at least since 1997 and enables an airplane to 
fly itself, from takeoff through landing (Thompson, "Timeline," 1998 [A] and April 23, 2001). 
Meyssan believes that this is likely, partly because he considers it improbable that amateur pilots 
could have hit those 
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relatively narrow targets so accurately with Boeing airliners, which have low maneuverability. He 
finds this especially improbable with regard to Flight 175, which "was forced to execute a complex 
rotation maneuver, particularly difficult facing the wind." Professional pilots he consulted, he 
reports, "confirmed that few amongst themselves could envisage performing such an operation and 
completely ruled it out in the case of amateur pilots" (9/11: The Big Lie, 33-34). 

In relation to this theory, Thompson reports that Flights 11, 175, and 77, all of which had 
surprisingly few passengers for transcontinental flights (81, 56, and 58, respectively), each had at 
least one passenger who was a senior official in Raytheon's division of Electronics Warfare, which 
developed the Global Hawk technology ("Timeline," September 25, 2001). Since such officials 
would presumably not have sacrificed themselves willingly, this curious fact would seem to make 
sense only in conjunction with the view, held by some revisionists mainly on the basis of video 
evidence, that the Twin Towers were not hit by Flights 11 and 175 but instead by military planes. 
Some who hold this theory believe that the purpose of turning off the transponders was to allow the 
switch to be made. In any case, this theory would raise the question of what really happened to 
these two flights and their passengers (just as the theory that the Pentagon was not really hit by 
Flight 77, to be discussed in Chapter 2, raises the question of what happened to this flight and its 
passengers). This theory would also seem to imply that the flight training undergone by the alleged 
hijackers, to be discussed in Chapters 6 and 8, was for the sake of creating a plausible cover story. 
(On the reason for referring to the alleged hijackers, see the section on "The Question of the True 
Identity of the Hijackers" in Ch. 6.) In any case, the fact that I have not discussed these more radical 
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not true. It simply reflects my judgment that, whatever their merits, they are not necessary for the 
purpose of this book, which is not to explain "what really happened" but merely to summarize what 
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available at www.fema.gov/library/wtcstudv.shtm ). 
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New York Daily News, Jan. 4, 2002, and in Thompson, "Timeline," January 4, 2002. 
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soften and melt, the interior core columns began to give " The idea that steel melted has also been 
stated elsewhere, such as "The Physics of the 2001 World Trade Center Terrorism" 
(' www.iupiterscientific.org/sciinfo/sot.html T 
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49 For a picture of the North Tower fireball, see Hufschmid, 30. 

50 In Hufschmid's words, "that jet fuel burned so rapidly that it was just a momentary 
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blast of hot air. The blast would have set fire to flammable objects, killed people, and broken 
windows, but it could not have raised the temperature of a massive steel structure by a significant 
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51 Hufschmid, 38. 
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Chapter 2: Flight 77: Was It Really the Aircraft that Struck the Pentagon ? 
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a huge explosion." All these statements are quoted in Gerard Holmgren, "Did F77 Hit the 
Pentagon? Eyewitness Accounts Examined," NYC IndyMediaCenter 
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so-called agency minders (or coaches) was the same as ’intimidation' of witnesses called before the 
Commission.... Rest assured, however. Thomas Kean will do the Bush Cabal's bidding and keep it 
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minutes until any planes were airborne. Fourth, he does not even mention the fact that NORAD, 
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minds that have noticed conflicts between the official account and the facts. 
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quoted in the text. On June 16. a show on NPR (National Public Radio) claimed that McKinney 
"suggested the Bush Administration may have known in advance about the September 11 attacks 
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[Back COVER text:] 


"An extraordinary book... It is rare, indeed, that a book has this potential to become a force 

of history." 

— from the foreword By Richard Falk, human rights lawyer and Professor Emeritus, Princeton 

University 

"[T]he most persuasive argument I have seen for further investigation of the Bush 
administration's relationship to that historic and troubling event." 

— Howard Zinn, author of A People's History of the United States 


T aking to heart the idea that those who benefit from a crime ought to be investigated, here 

the eminent theologian David Ray Griffin sifts through the evidence about the attacks of 
9/11—stories from the mainstream press, reports from abroad, the work of other researchers, and 
the contradictory words of members of the Bush administration themselves—and finds that, taken 
together, they cast serious doubt on the official story of that tragic day. 

He begins with simple questions: Once radio contact was lost with the flights, why weren’t jets 
immediately sent up ("scrambled") from the nearest military airport, something that according to the 
FAA's own manual is routine procedure? Why did the administration's story about scrambling jets 
change in the days following the attacks? The disturbing questions don't stop there: they emerge 
from every part of the story, from every angle, until it is impossible not to suspect the architects of 
the official story of enormous deception. 

A teacher of ethics and theology, Griffin writes with compelling logic, urging readers to draw 
their own conclusions from the evidence. The New Pearl Harbor is a stirring call for a thorough 
investigation into what happened on 9/11. It rings with the conviction that it is still possible to 
search for the truth in American political life. 

David Ray Griffin has been Professor of Philosophy of Religion at the Claremont School of 
Theology in California for over 30 years. He is the author and editor of more than 20 books. 
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